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Robert G. Lee, the most used preacher on Conference 
programs, has given us words of wisdom which cover years 
of participation and close association with every president 
of our Conference.

Many past presidents have placed in the writer’s hands 
treasured copies of early programs and intimate correspondence 
with program personnel. They have added personal comments 
and insights into interesting incidents. Numerous pastors and 
several laymen throughout the United States, and missionaries 
from other lands, have shared their own opinions and 
experiences.

This was written under pressure of time. After several 
weeks work, night and day, pressed by duties of the pastorate 
and speaking engagements away from home, I commented to 
my wife that my energy to go so many hours with so little 
sleep amazed me. She quoted, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13)

The time to turn the manuscript into the printer was nearing. 
The writer was in a revival with the Second Baptist Church, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, Walter Yeldell, pastor. Dr. Yeldell 
was generous in giving me the mornings to work on the 
manuscript. (The cool air of the Ozark Mountains and the 
varied colors of the trees which cover them in the fall were 
conducive atmosphere to this type of work.)

Gratitude goes to Miss Sarah Martin who did the secretarial 
work in accumulating from numerous sources the research 
material, and to Mrs. Charles Trim who typed the manuscript 
from my “hieroglyphics.” Dr. Robert G. Lee says he received 
a note from me which he could not read, so he took it to his 
pharmacist and had a prescription filled.

We have attempted to take you “behind the scenes” through 
the years and reveal some of the inner workings of the 
Conference. We have put together under one cover as much 
of past Conferences as we could accumulate and assimilate 
in this size publication.

This has been the most influential Conference of its kind 
in the generations of its existence. The programs have glorified 
God, exalted Christ, given a greater understanding of the Holy 
Spirit, strengthened the churches, encouraged the pastors, 
and helped keep the Southern Baptist Convention at the primary 
task of winning the lost to Jesus.

May it always glorify God, honor the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
be blessed with the Holy Spirit’s Presence.
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The Preface
A week before I became the presiding officer of th 

Conference, one of America’s business giants had in ’f6^67 
to fly with him to a speaking engagement in another st 
On the trip he gave me a small card and a word of expla +• 
He said, “Every week I write my goals on these cards andM?11’ 
ask God to fulfill them.” When I was thrust into the cha' 
the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference, he heard the 
and called me immediately. Among other things I said f 
“I believe in your card and prayer requests, but did 
anticipate they would be answered so soon.”

Since the days of M. E. Dodd’s presidency I had been att d 
ing these marvelous conference programs, most of the f 
sitting in the audience as an interested and inspired listener

My conscience would prove me untruthful if I told v 
there were not some dreams of some day having the privile 
of preparing one of these tremendous programs and presidin 
over the sessions. There are honors our Convention can bestow 
upon a man. There is no higher honor pastors can bestow upon 
a fellow pastor than the presidency of this Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference.

The responsibility for the 1967 Pastors’ Conference in Miami 
Beach fell upon my shoulders just three days before the 
Conference was to open. The president was unable to attend 
and as vice-president I was called upon to take over the reins 
of the Conference.

You can imagine how I was searching for some information 
when I learned of my unexpected privilege. There was not 
any help available on quick notice, and very little available 
at all.

When the wheels slowed down a bit following the 1967 
Miami Beach Conference, I decided that there needed to be 
a source available to all pastors concerning this important 
Conference. After much thought and prayer I went to work 
and compiled this book which is now in your hands.

Much credit is due to many people. The children of the 
founder made M. E. Dodd’s files accessible. Many interesting 
items are now in the hands of thousands which could have 
been lost for all time.

The early presidents, Herschel Hobbs, C. C. Warren, and 
Ramsey Pollard, have given observations which were not a 
matter of record before, contributing greatly to the value ot 
this edition.



HERSCHEL HOBBS

C. C. WARREN ROBERT G. LEE

GERALD MARTIN J. NORRIS PALMERJ. D. GREY
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The Purpose
The first time I moved toward the pulpit in the First 

Baptist Church of Shreveport during M. E. Dodd’s ministry, 
I was impressed to the point of hesitation by the words 
on the back of that pulpit: “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 
When Dr. Dodd died, a tombstone of marble in the shape 
of this same pulpit was cut, and engraved thereon were 
those same words, “Sir, we would see Jesus.”

This text was a reminder to the preacher as he stepped 
into that pulpit exactly what was expected of him.

The programs of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference 
under Dr. Dodd’s leadership indicate this to be his primary 
goal through the Conference. He wanted others to “see” 
and know Jesus as Saviour and Lord.

“In method it was to be a conference and not a convention. 
It would deal definitely with pastors’ problems, spiritual, 
missionary, evangelistic, doctrinal, practical. It would avoid 
all problems, debates, resolutions, leaving them to the 
Convention, and also promotions of any interest, however 
good. It has not been easy to hold to these original and 
fundamental ideals. During the 15 years in which I made 
and conducted the Conference programs, I had to say no 
to many a brother with many a worthy cause to promote or 
many a good resolution to pass, some designed to influence 
Convention action later,” said M. E. Dodd in a letter to 
C. C. Warren.

Herschel Hobbs, who presided for Dr. Dodd in 1949 and 
presided in his own right over the Conferences in 1950 and 
1951, commented on the purpose: “It was designed to be a 
preaching ministry in which the brethren could hear some 
of our preachers and receive inspiration therefrom. In a 
conversation with him (Dr. Dodd) he told me that the purpose 
of the Pastors’ Conference was to do that and not to inter
fere in any sense with the life of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. He always guarded against anyone on the 
program dealing with matters that could be controversial 
and which were to be considered by the Convention itself.”

Casper C. Warren, the third president, says on the matter 
of purpose there was “no doubt nor deviation:” “We agreed 
that it should be primarily a time of inspiration, preaching 
for preachers, and not a promotional agency for any division 
of our work, not a sounding board for any particular notion 
or political advantage, etc.”

Herschel Ford, a former president, says the original
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Do's for Preachers
1. Take heed to your physical health.
2. Take heed to your physical appearance.
3. Take heed to your intellectual pursuits.
4. Take heed to your social life.
5. Take heed to your family life (keep it sweet, clean, 

heavenly).
6. Take heed to your business life (buy when you have 

the money).
7. Take heed to your relationship to brother preachers.
8. Take heed to the doctrines.

On the larger sphere of world concern and problems 
around the globe, pastors heard Edward Byrd preach on 
“Baptists in a Storm Tossed World.” Some are fearful of 
our positions in the kind of world we live in. A God-fearing 
man meets his fears with faith.

Do you suppose Avery Lee was trying to say “look sharp, 
feel sharp, be sharp” in his message entitled “Are You a 
Blunt Ax?”

“Dealing with Opposition” is a title to catch a pastor’s 
attention. Searcy Garrison dealt with this issue.

J. D. Grey, a man who practices what he preaches, spoke 
on "Getting Along with People.”

“Keeping our Footing in Dangerous Times” is always a 
task that calls for both alertness and closeness to Christ. 
W. 0. Vaught offered words of wisdom.

Paul James dealt with a personal problem of his at Baptist 
Tabernacle in Atlanta which is common to every city, “Should 
the Downtown Church Move Out?”

On the front line at all times doing battle with sin and 
Satan is the dedicated Spirit-filled pastor. J. Howard Williams 
said as much and more in his challenge and tribute to the 
men who serve in what Vernon Yearby calls “the most 
difficult job God has,” the pastorate. The title of Dr. 
Williams’ message, “Pastors for Such a Time as This.” 
The first task of a faithful pastor is proclaiming the Word 
of God. W. A. Criswell went back to the Old Testament 
prophets and made his application for today as he called 
for men with prophetic vision and courage.

M. E. Dodd pointed out the perils of a pastor: indolence, 
cowardice, impatience, despondency, autocracy, vanity, 
and discontent. He listed some “Do’s” and “Don’ts” for 
pastors:

purpose was “The preaching of the gospel for the 
tion and inspiration of the pastors.”

Pastors' Problems
Herschel Hobbs was a speaker on one of the proere™ 

with a restricted amount of time. He had a problem and ' 
good humor presented it to the pastors for solving “j kJ11 
a full printed manuscript here with me. If you will perm'f 
me to follow it closely, I can deliver my assigned messaee 
in twenty minutes. If you insist that it be delivered without 
manuscript, it will take forty minutes.” In an even lighter 
vein, several voices from the audience shouted, “Read it 
brother, read it.”

Following the direction of its founder, the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference has dealt with the problems, large and 
small, of a pastor.

“Christ the Answer to Church Problems” was the subject 
for Herschel Ford’s message in 1950 at Chicago. The church’s 
problems are the pastor’s problems. He must seek the way 
Christ can answer each problem and lead his church in 
that direction.

On the same program W. R. Pettigrew spoke on “Christ 
the Answer to Pastoral Problems.” The final answer for a 
pastor’s problems, personal or otherwise, is found in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. To be able to turn to Him in the midst of 
these problems is comfort; to see Him solve them is joy.

“Divorce and Re-Marriage” was M. E. Dodd’s topic in 
1951. This is a brand new problem with each individual or 
couple involved. They turn to the pastor for scriptural and 
spiritual guidance. This is one of the problems met by a 
pastor in his counseling ministry. Gaines Dobbins dealt with 
the general field of “Pastoral Counseling” in a message on 
the 1952 program.

Incessant demands are made on the pastor’s time. Even 
though he believes the Bible and desires to preach the 
Bible, he has difficulty preparing what R. C. Campbell 
described in his Conference sermon, “The Preacher and 
His Message.” “Planning Your Pulpit Ministry,” delivered 
by Walter Moore on the 1955 program, offered some of the 
answers to sermon preparation.

“Growing a Great Church” has been the experience of 
Fred Swank at Sagamore Hills in Fort Worth. Therefore, it 
was a natural for him to speak on this subject at the 
Houston, Texas, Conference in 1953. Growth does not come 
without problems. Dr. Swank presented his solutions.
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as being personal.

presidents have followed his example. This is the reason 
the Conference is held in such high esteem by pastors and 
laymen who attend. Annually there is anticipation for the 
contents of the program until they are presented in the 
publications. The wide coverage given by W. C. Fields and 
the editors of the State Baptist Papers is evidence of this 
strong and ever-growing interest. When the men read the 
program printed in one of the publications, the anticipation 
grows until its presentation just before the Convention.

Through his correspondence and in personal contact, 
every president learns why there was inspiration and spiritual 
quality to the Conference he led. From throughout these 
United States comes the word, “We had a prayer meeting 
in our hotel room;” “I prayed for you as you presided;” 
“We were praying for the preachers, for the music.”

It is an absolute truth “The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16)

One president wrote to his program personnel: “In a spirit 
of love but with all the sincerity of my heart I want you to 
have the mental and spiritual desire to deliver the greatest 
sermon of your preaching ministry on this program. Frankly, 
but kindly, I don’t hesitate to say that I’d rather have an 
unknown preacher with this deep desire than the world’s 
best known pulpiteer without it.” The attitude of the speakers 
themselves contributes largely to the spiritual quality of 
the Conferences.

Inspirational music finds its “Pike’s Peak” on the Pastors’ 
Conference. There has been some limited criticism of the 
type music heard on the programs. These criticisms are 
compliments to men and women who sing the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit.

J. D. Riddle said that there are three kinds of music: 
heel music, head music, and heart music. He said the kind 
Southern Baptists want and need is heart music.

Music in a worship experience must have inspirational 
or heart quality. Of course, it should carry the worded 
message of the Gospel within its lyrics, but the words with
out the spiritual quality is less than the best. Together they 
are unbeatable.

The inspirational music used on the Conference programs 
has been a major contributor to the spiritual quality of the 
programs themselves.

Lastly, but very important, is the spirit and attitude of 
the presiding officer. Wade Freeman year after year puts
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9. Take heed to your personal devotions. 
10. Take heed to your preaching.

Don'ts for Preachers
1. Don’t gossip (about your brethren).
2. Don’t idle on your job.
3. Don’t take advantage of your position.

(Don’t get “ecru” in the pulpit)
4. Don’t harbor and nurse grievances.
5. Don’t demand or expect favors as a preacher.
6. Don’t be sorry for yourself.
7. Don’t take opposition to policy
8. Don’t take sides with factions.
9. Don’t use narcotics or intoxicants (tobacco, dopi 

liquor)
10. Don't entangle yourself in business affairs.

Dr. Dodd was not without problems himself. The liquor 
crowd got after him. They made some statements about 
him which were untrue. He got himself two lawyers, carried 
them to court, and won the case.

He was awarded $25,000 by the court. He told the lawyers 
to take what they wanted, and he gave the remainder to 
charity, not wanting any of the money for himself.

He assisted the Lord in solving his problems.

Spiritual
The spiritual and inspirational experiences of this 

Conference are not due totally to the program. Only God 
knows fully the value of praying hearts and hungry souls 
to this Conference. Carl Bates took some of his men and 
attended a State Brotherhood Convention when he was the 
speaker. In the power of the Holy Spirit he lifted his hearers 
to spiritual heights. His men asked him half seriously, Why 
don’t you preach like that at home?” Every pastor knows the 
answer to that question. Give a man a house full of Praying 
people who are hungry to hear the Word of God, and if e 
is filled with the Holy Spirit, • together they will soar into 
spiritual space. , , ,

The Conference was to "avoid all problems, debate , 
resolutions, leaving them to the Convention, an a so 
promotion of any interest, however good,” said Dr. u ■ 
He said it was not easy to hold to these original an 
mental ideals, “during the 15 years in which ma 
conducted the Conference programs I had to say no to> n y 
a brother...” He guarded the program well. The succeed

10



large-

is to

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.)

“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.” (Matt. 28:19,20)

Dr. James Sullivan said it concisely in his sermon topic, 
“Teach-Baptize-Teach.”

Southern Baptists are missionary Baptists. The purpose 
of Dr. Dodd strengthening the cause of missions through 
this Conference has and is being achieved.

Evangelistic
When the Conference met in St. Louis during 1954, 

J. D. Grey had just returned from the first Billy Graham 
Crusade in London. Dr. Graham was winning, but had not 
won, popular support for his program of mass evangelism 
at the time the Conference met in St. Louis, 1954. Dr. Grey 
was not one of the scheduled speakers. The president, 
Dr. Pollard, had invited him to bring a report on the London 
Crusade at the close of the Monday evening session.

Dr. Grey, in that manner of his marked by lack of inhibitions 
and with silver-tongued oratory, gave a thrilling account of 
the Crusade and its success. He concluded with praise for 
Dr. Graham and his team. Then, in a fashion quite natural 
for Dr. Grey, when aroused, he spelled out what he thought 
of a pastor who did not lend his support and encouragement 
to such a man with a God-appointed ministry. Following a 
dramatic pause, he said, “If that’s not plain enough, I can 
make it plainer!”

The evangelistic achievements of Dr. Graham and his 
team throughout the world have added a loud amen to Dr. 
Grey's comments.

The purposes of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference 
are spelled out so carefully by the founder, M. E. Dodd, 
they do not need to be made any “plainer.” One of these 
purposes was "evangelistic.”

The initial program in May of 1935 set the tone for all 
the Conferences to follow. At the time, Southern Baptists 
had only two seminaries: Southern and Southwestern. Dr. 
Dodd had the presidents of each on this first Conference 
program in Memphis, Tennessee.

John R. Sampey, president of Southern Seminary, spoke 
on “Evangelistic Meetings on the Basis of a Great Book of 
Scripture.” L. R. Scarborough’s address was “A New Deal 
in Evangelism.” He was presidfjfgdt/^tC^^pern Baptist

NORTH PARK BAPTIST CHURCH
MOBF.RT.V MltfAiroi

together inspirational programs for the Texas Evangeli 
Conference. It does not take away from any of the mh 
factors involved to say that his spiritually minded presid
ium given a deep spiritual quality to these programs. 108

W. O. Vaught said of his Conference (1960), “The m • 
emphasis was spiritual.” He points out all that he did^ 
plan and keep it such, even to the mechanics of organiz™ 
tion. He assigned each personality a definite time ami 
instructed them to keep within the time. Those attend! 
this Conference remember the spiritual quality of D 
Vaught’s sessions.
Missionary

Following my election to the presidency, Sammy de Bord 
of the Foreign Missions Board personnel staff “threatened" 
me if I did not have a missions emphasis on my program 
His “threat” was unnecessary. Following the unexcelled 
purposes of Dr. Dodd, my program would automatically have 
missions as one of its emphases.

“The Mission of the Church is Missions” says a large
framed motto hanging on the wall of a department in Druid 
Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia.

One of the missions of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference has been the consideration of missions. The 
missionary staff of the denomination, the missionary 
personnel of the denomination, and mission-minded pastors 
and laymen have addressed the Conference on the subject.

Auguie Henry spoke on “The Pastor and Home Missions.” 
Cornell Goerner presented a study on “Missions in Baptist 
History.”

The Chief of Chaplains for the U.S.A., Ivan Bennett, 
spoke on "Telling the Story to the Armed Forces.”

The extent of missions was presented by Theodore Adams 
in his message “Into All the World.” The responsibility of 
the pastor in the program of world missions was under
scored by Carl Giers as he delivered a message to the 
Conference on “God’s Man and World Missions.”

“Observing All the Commission” was the topic Doug 
Hudgins preached on.

The deep concern of every God-anointed pastor 
observe all the Commission.

Matthew, inspired by the Holy Spirit, said, Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit- ( avin 
gone, therefore, disciple all the nations, immersing

12
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Gerald Martin
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W. H. Knight 
Ed Crow

Paul Brooks Leath 
Herman

Westmoreland

Robert G. Lee 
J. D. Carroll 
Harold Seever 
Earl Guinn

D. J- Evans 
Grady Cothen 
Frank Morris 
S. R. Woodson 
Sterling Price

E. L. Williams 
Andrew Hall 
Carl Bates 
Angel Martinez

Marshall Craig 
Bruce H. Price 
Wade Freeman

Tilford Junkins 
W. A. Criswell 
Harold Seever 
Robert G. Lee 
Ramsey Pollard 
Conally Evans 
Warren Hultgren

Bruce H. Price 
Robert Baker

The Power for Evangelism
“The Holy Spirit in Revival” 
“Pentecost”
“The Flame of Power”
“Operation Pentecost”

The Plan for Evangelism
"Alienated from the Life of God” 
“Conviction-a Spiritual Necessity” 
“Repentance-a Turning to God” 
“Trust-a Living Faith” 
“Obedience-The Real Evidence”

The Person of Evangelism
“The Uplifted Christ”
“The Christ We Preach”
“He is Risen”
“Who Crucified Jesus?”

The Personal Contact in Evangelism
“Everyday Witnessing”
“The World is Lost and We Are 

His Witnesses”
“God’s Man a Winner of Souls”

“Prophetic Preaching”
“God’s Man Delivering God’s

Message”
“Preaching in Baptist History”

The Message for Evangelism
“The Power of the Gospel”
“The Cross of Christ”
“He is Risen”
“The Second Coming of Christ”
“Hell”
“The Land of No Tears”
“The Love of God”

The Preparation for Evangelism
“The Herald’s Heart”
“The Preacher’s Personal Praying”
“Divinely Disturbed”
“How to be Filled with the

Holy Spirit”

John Haggai 
Billy Graham

Theological Seminary at the time. With presidents who 
could preach on themes like this, it is no wonder that 
warm-hearted, evangelistic preachers and pastors were 
coming from our seminaries.

These presidents practiced what they preached. Jeff Ray 
enjoyed telling of a trip he made with Dr. Scarborough 
After stopping for gas Dr. Ray said he could not find Dr 
Scarborough. Finally, he discovered this compassionate man 
stretched out under a car witnessing to a mechanic. Students 
at Southwestern Seminary said they left his classes anxious 
to start witnessing, so inspiring were his lectures.

Two of the leading pastors of that day, M. E. Dodd and 
Henry Alford Porter, spoke on evangelistic themes, Dr 
Porter on “The Pastor, His Own Evangelist," and Dr. Dodd 
on “The Shantung Revival and How to Have One in America."

The total program, all four speakers, addressed themselves 
to that which has been so vital to Southern Baptists through 
her full lifetime: evangelism. There is a thread of evangelism 
as strong as the strongest cord which weaves itself through
out the programs of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference.

The great churches of the Southern Baptist Convention 
have been led by men who were strong in evangelistic 
preaching, men such as Robert G. Lee, Ramsey Pollard, 
Homer Lindsay, W. A. Criswell, George Truett, Ralph Grant, 
K. Owen White, W. O. Vaught, Fred Swank, and many, 
many others.
The Baptists and Evangelism

“Baptists and New Testament
Evangelism”

"An Evangelistic Program for a
New Testament Church

“It is Time to Launch an
Offensive”

The Pastor and Evangelism
“Pastor and Perennial Evangelism”
“It’s All for Evangelism”
“A Heart to Care and a Spirit

to Try”
The Preacher and Evangelism

“The Primacy of Preaching”
“The Place of the Pulpit in

Evangelism”
“Telling the Story to the World”

14
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Gerald Martin

Wallace Bassett

Clyde Atkins 
William Jones 
John Haggai

no remission...” (Heb. 9:22) 
W. A. Criswell 
Roy McClain 
Charles Bowles 
Earl Ogg 
Angel Martinez 
Jack Mahen 
Earl Guinn

“Making an Effective Visit”
“Bringing Men to Jesus”
“Fellowship through Witnessing”

The Enemy of Evangelism
“I Beheld Satan Fall”

On the matter of the social gospel the founder of the 
Southern Baptist Pastor’s Conference, M. E. Dodd had deep 

„„ _ Id "t on the Gospel of individual
the essential background of all social

public buildings but never a home before. So, I asked her 
to wait for a promise on that until I could see what the 
Scriptures say about it. I always feel easier in conducting 
any sort of religious service if I know there is definite 
Scripture authority back of it.

‘“Search the Scriptures,’ I did, but not long until 
Deuteronomy 20:5 came into the picture. There it was, not 
only permission to dedicate the home but a command to do 
it. And what is more, a command to me, as an officer of 
the church, to tell all the people who had built new houses 
to dedicate them.”

Dr. Dodd said he intended for the programs of the 
Conference to deal with the doctrines of our Baptist faith. 
The succeeding presidents have followed him in this purpose. 
The doctrinal sermons delivered on this Conference program 
would make a splendid book on Bible doctrines. A good 
title for the book would be the topic J. D. Grey was assigned 
in 1951, “The Baptists and Devotion to Doctrine.”
The Bible

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God...” (II Tim. 3:16)
“Our Source of Authority:

The Bible” Clark Pinnock
"Baptists and the Bible” John Laida
“The Bible Unbound and Unbroken” Robert G. Lee

The Son of God
“...Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God...” (John 20:31)
“The Promised Messiah” E. S. James
“The Deity of Jesus” Robert G. Lee
“The Virgin Birth” J. D. Grey
“Why I Believe in the Divinity

of Jesus”
The Blood Atonement

“Without shedding of blood is
"The Cross of Christ”
“The Crucified Christ”
“The Blood of the Lamb”
"The Precious Blood of Jesus”
“The Chemistry of the Cross”
“The Offense of the Cross”
“Who Crucified Jesus?”

The Bodily Resurrection
“He is not here: for He is risen..” (Matt. 28:6)

17

On the matter

conviction: “Baptists should insist 
regeneration as t—- — 
bettering.”

Southern Baptist evangelists have been used throughout 
the years on the programs. They contributed greatly to the 
effectiveness of the program. The appearance before 
thousands of pastors and laymen no doubt extended their 
ministry of evangelism.

The most renowned evangelist of this century, Billy 
Graham, has appeared several times on the program and 
has been invited on other occasions when he could not 
accept. Some of the evangelists who have appeared on the 
program are John Edmund Haggai, Angel Martinez, C. E. 
Autrey, Steve Taylor, James Caraway, Vance Havner, Porter 
Barrington, and more.

0. C. Rainwater of Kentucky made a suggestion to Dr. 
Dodd in 1941 which should be explored as a possibility for 
today. Pastors still suggest the same idea. “I have wondered 
if the idea of doing a little practical evangelism in the 
convention city would be worth consideration. In most 
cities where the Convention meets there are fifty or more 
places where street meetings might be held, and preaching 
done by some of the greatest preachers in the Southland. 
With some of the leading men delivering messages, and 
two and one-half thousand preachers, missionaries and 
laymen doing personal work among the crowds that would 
listen, with the men of musical talent to lead the music, 
it seems to me we might win a thousand souls to Christ 
in the convention city each year. I have the conviction that 
such a movement would take well with the brethren.” 
Pastor G. C. Cox suggested this for his city of New Orleans.

Doctrinal
M. E. Dodd was a man who believed in the authority of 

the scriptures. He reveals this in the following experience.
“This was the first time I had ever been asked to dedicate 

a home. I had dedicated many church houses and other
16
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and they shall never
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Robert G. Lee 
W. A. Criswell

Gerald Martin 
Andrew Hall 
Angel Martinez 
Carl Bates

G.E. Matthews 
S. R. Woodson

A. B. Van Arsdale 
Wayne Ward

A. B. Van Arsdale 
Grady Cothen 
Jaroy Weber 
Theodore Adams

W. Marshall Craig 
Ramsey Pollard 
K. Owen White 
Douglas Branch

Harold Seever 
Ralph Langley The Evidences of Salvation

“Wherefore by their fruit ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:20) 
Sterling Price“Obedience-the Real Evidence”

“Church Membership-Chosen or
Compelled”

“Doctrine of Christian Growth”
“Saving the Saved”
“The Fellowship of Kindred Minds”

The Lordship of Jesus Christ
“...The Lord Jesus Christ...” (Acts 16:31)
“The Lordship of Jesus Christ” Herschel Hobbs

The Personal Devil
“Ye are of your father the devil...” (John 8:44)
“I Beheld Satan Fall” Gerald Martin

The Place of Eternal Punishment
“And in hell he lift up his eyes...” (Luke 16:23)
“Hell” Ramsey Pollard

The Place of Eternal Happiness
“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem...” (Rev. 21:2)
“The Land of No Tears” Connally Evans

“He is Risen”
"The Living Lord”

The Return of Christ
“I will come again...” (John 14:3)
“The Second Coming of Christ”
“The Redeemer’s Return”

The Holy Spirit
“Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Spirit has

come upon you...” (Acts 1:8)
“How to be Filled with the

Holy Spirit”
“Pentecost”
“Operation Pentecost”
“The Flame of Power”

The Necessity of Regeneration
“Except ye be born again ye cannot enter the Kingdom 

of God...” (John 3:3)
“Ye Must Be Born Again”
“Regeneration”
“The New Birth”
“The God Side of Salvation”

The Fall of Man-Sin
“For all have sinned...” (Romans 3:23)
“Man’s Ruin-The Reasons and

the Results”

The Turning from Sin to God
“...except ye repent...” (Luke 13:3)
“Repentance-a Turning to God”

The Belief Which Saves
“For by grace are ye saved through faith...” (Eph. 2:8)
“Faith is the Victory”
“Trust-a Living Faith”

The Preservation of the Believer
“And I give unto them eternal life

perish...” (John 10:28)
"Positive Preservation”
“The Security of the Believer”
“Sealed unto the Day of

Redemption”

Even though Southern Baptists are conservative in their 
theology to the point that they are identified as fundamen
talists, there is a voice of objection to true Bible doctrine 
at times.

Carl Bates was president and presiding officer when 
J. Sidlow Baxter of Charlotte Baptist Chapel in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, brought a series of five studies on the Holy Spirit, 
which were superb. Dr. Bates relates, “During his last 
message he ‘paid’ his respects to the liberal brethren and, 
while he was speaking, an irate brother jumped up on the 
platform and demanded that I ‘hush up that man.’ I ignored 
him.”

Dr. Bates was already a popular man with Southern 
Baptists. His position in this incident, his choice of a man 
like Baxter, and his strong conservative identification added 
to his popularity. So much so that he very nearly was elected 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention the following 
year with a clear majority over eight other nominees. There 
is no doubt in the minds of those present that he would 
have been elected in the runoff if he had not withdrawn 
his name.
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writer, received his first Convention-wide exposure as a 
speaker on the Conference program. He said, “My first 
assignment on the Pastors’ Conference came in 1942 when 
Dr. Dodd asked me to speak on the subject, 'How to Observe 
Christmas’.” Then he added facetiously, “You can really 
get charged up speaking about Christmas in the month of 
May.”

In 1941 there was a symposium:
“My Sunday School Workers and I” James Middleton 
“My Church Visitors and I” F. B. Thorn
“My Men and I’ Louie D. Newton
“My Young People and I” J. D. Grey
“My WMS and I” Ryland Knight

Different age groups were represented speaking on the 
subject, "The Kind of Pastor I Like.”

E. H. Westmoreland was assigned the practical topic 
"Growing a Great Church Through the Sunday School.” 
There was a purpose for this. He had used his Sunday 
School to build the South Main Baptist Church of Houston, 
Texas, into a great church. However, every preacher can 
understand his comments just before he spoke, and 
sympathize with his position:

Grady Cothen, who spoke just before Westmoreland, had 
been assigned a topic which would “loose” any Spirit- 
filled preacher: “Conviction-a Spiritual Necessity.” He did 
a wonderful job. Paul Stevens was to speak just after Dr. 
Westmoreland on the subject, “World Missions and the 
Cooperative Program.” It was anticipated that he would 
be able to "turn loose” and preach.

Dr. Westmoreland properly sized up his subject to fit 
what the able Sunday School Secretary for the Georgia 
Baptist Convention, Dr. T. W. Tippett, called a “Sunday 
School talk”-worthy content but nothing to excite the speaker 
in delivery, nor the hearer in reception. Dr. Westmoreland 
stated as much, and recognizing the topics of those 
surrounding him on the program, wished for a subject 
which would stimulate.

On other Conference programs Dr. Westmoreland spoke 
on subjects with much greater inspirational qualities, such 
as “God’s Man a Winner of Souls.”

Dr. Dodd said his scriptural grounds for taking a day off 
each week was the Bible reference where it states that the 
ox and the ass were to have one day off in seven. Dr. Dodd 
then added, “I believe he thinks as much of his preachers.”

Churches in 1953 were searching for a way to meet the
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A newswriter called us “by-the-Book Southern Baptists 
(Newsweek: June 14, 1965). He could not have described u 
in a more complimentary fashion. We are proud to be peopj! 
of one Book, the Bible. Our doctrines come from the Written 
Word of God.

The protege of Dr. B. H. Carroll, and in his own right a 
teacher and preacher of excellence, Dr. Jeff Ray, spoke of 
the brilliant intellectual qualities of Carroll’s mind. He told 
of going to Carroll’s home seeking an answer to a question 
Dr. Carroll told him to go into his library, look on a certain 
shelf, take out a particular volume, open it to one definite 
page, and he would find the answer to his question. So 
scintillating and disciplined was this mind he knew the 

contents of the volumes in a very large library.
As the evangelist for a revival in the First Baptist Church 

of Artesia, New Mexico, I met a daughter of Dr. Carroll. 
She said, “Whenever my faith is tempted by the modern 
intellectuals I remember my father and Dr. George Truett. 
I have never known men with greater minds, yet their faith 
in Jesus was like that of a little child.”

This Conference has had on its programs through the 
years the mental and spiritual giants of Southern Baptist 
life. They have preached from the Word of God with strong 
conviction of mind and heart the profound, though simply 
stated, truths. A pseudo-intellectual attacking these verities 
of the faith is like a child on a kiddie car in a drag race, 
or a mere boy going to bat in the World Series with a broom 
straw for a bat.

When a Pinnock, or a Lee, or a Grey has expounded on 
the Bible as our source of authority, a voice of denial is 
like a discord in a symphony.

When a Bassett, or a James has spoken on Jesus as the 
Son of God, a voice of objection is like a pipsqueak in a 
choral presentation.

When a Criswell, or a Bowles, or a Martinez speaks on 
the blood atonement, a voice of objection is like a rotten 
limb in a forest of stately pines.

With men like Pollard, White, Craig, Naylor, Matthews, 
Weber, and Ward thundering the truths from the Word of 
God, critics of true Bible doctrine are driven to cover.

Practical
Some parts of the programs have dealt with that which 

Dr. Dodd called “practical” and is illustrated with the 
following experience. Herschel Hobbs, prolific speaker and

20
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challenge of busy schedules. One answer was given l, 
James Day’s message on “A Family Night Prayer Service - 

Robert G. Lee revealed his ability to tackle successful]., 
practical subjects in his message “Paths for Preachers - 

Albert McClellan spoke directly to the pastors’ hearts 
when he said, “Mr. Pastor, Meet Your Public.”

Homer Lindsay dealt with the historical and the practical 
in “Our Baptist Heritage.”

“We hold the Bible is Divine in its origin, absolute jn 
its authority, and sufficient in its message. We believe 
the Bible makes Baptists. Wherever the Bible has gOne 
Baptists have sprung up as a natural growth. We believe 
Baptists ought to know, teach, and preach the Bible

“John Locke, English philosopher and statesman, said- 
‘The Baptists were the first and only propounders of 
absolute liberty, just and true liberty, equal and impartial 
liberty.'”

Bible believing and Bible preaching men have saturated 
the programs of the Pastors’ Conference. In addition to 
those previously listed are men such as: Floyd Haddock, 
David Wilson, D. G. McCoury, W. E. Thorn, Lee Porter^ 
Henry Scott, Howard Bryant, Forrest Hicks, Archie Brown' 
William Riley, Grant Clark, Alvin Brackett, C. A. Dabney, 
Vernon Yearby, James Mahoney, 0. E. Burton, Glenn Hern
don, Marshall Craig, Homer Lindsay, Jr., Greer Garrott, 
William Dodson, Howard Reynolds, Tom Madden, Don 
Rogers, John Budlong, Stanley Hardee, Jerry Glisson, 
Landrum Leavell, J. C. Segler, J. B. Flowers, Perry Sanders, 
James Abernathy, Jerry Schumuker, Paul Mims, Ralph 
Norton, Horace Chapman, Clyde Martin, Mike Warr, 0. R. 
Rice.



5/Vith such a strong program on a subject so vital to 
Southern Baptists, it is no wonder that the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference got off like the successful launching of 
a missile. Each new launching has reached into the heavenlies 
and soared to victory in its presentation and reception.

In the early years the Conference program was loosely 
thrown together. Sometimes names of personnel were written 
in longhand or typewritten on a sheet of plain paper. No 
printed programs were provided for the participants. Later 
printed programs were provided on inexpensive church 
bulletins.

The invitations to speak were about like one of those old 
programs. They are interesting. Some of these were short 
telegrams or handwritten letters. There are telegrams to 
John Jeter Hurt, Robert G. Lee, C. Oscar Johnson, J. Clyde 
Turner, and many more.

To George Truett and Robert G. Lee, Dr. Dodd wired, 
“This requests you speak on Pastors’ Conference program 
Birmingham.” There was no assigned topic and no specific 
time--just an invitation to speak. To Dr. Lee, on another 
occasion, he wrote briefly: “All the brethren always hear 
you so gloriously that I want you on the pre-convention 
Pastors’ Conference program in San Antonio, Texas, Friday 
night, May the 15th.”

The Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference has been an 
opportunity for many young or otherwise unrecognized 
preachers to get before the brethren.

Dr. Dodd said, “I purposely put some young men on the 
program each year, and many like Grey, Hobbs and others 
have thanked me for giving them their first S.B.C.-wide 
opportunity.”

Many of the most prominent pastors, the most-used 
preachers, and the most popular personalities of the Southern 
Baptist Convention would bear testimony that the Pastors’ 
Conference contributed greatly to the positions they hold 
among the brethren. Some have risen out of obscurity to 
recognition through an appearance on the program. Some 
have gone from a place of recognition to a place of 
prominence through an opportunity or opportunities on the 
Pastors’ Conference.

Each year just before the “Pre-Convention Pastors’ 
Conference” Dr. and Mrs. Dodd were host and hostess to 
he program personnel. Anyone who was ever a guest of 
he Dodd’s at a meal remembers with pleasure the gracious

ness of this couple. Memory carries me back to a meal and
25

The Programs
The preacher who has exceeded any two preachers in 

the number of times he had been used on the Southern 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference program is Robert G. Lee. In 
1955 the Conference voted to have Dr. Lee preach on each 
program as long as he is able. Quite a tribute to a preacher

The Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis for a time turned 
the old study of their church building into a room containing 
mementoes from Dr. Lee’s marvelous ministry. Dr. Lee gave 
this writer a personally conducted tour. There was the 
steering wheel from the little car he drove as he averaged 
eleven visits per day over a period of many years. There 
was a wall literally covered with honors and degrees 
bestowed upon this most eloquent of preachers. Then as 
he turned to pictures on the far wall his voice broke, tears 
filled his eyes and rolled down his cheeks. His hand pointed 
to a picture of the crucifixion scene as he gained control 
of his emotions. Humbly, and hardly above a whisper, he 
said, “In all my ministry I have never been able to look at 
that picture without shedding tears.”

The programs have presented Christ and Him crucified. 
Here is the Foundation upon which the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference was laid: the Lord Jesus Christ who 
was born of a virgin, suffered at the hands of cruel men, 
crucified on Calvary’s Cross, buried in a borrowed tomb, 
resurrected to earth through the power of His Father, 
ascended to heaven, and returning one of these days in 
glory!

This is what the programs through the years say to us. 
Men of remarkable intellectual qualities and child-like 
faith have preached this good news of Jesus Christ on the 
Conference programs.

The first presentation of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference was auspicious in its launching with the most 
prominent names among Southern Baptists in that day listed 
on the program. John R. Sampey, president of Southern 
Seminary, brought an address, “Evangelistic Meetings on 
the Basis of a Great Book of Scripture.” L. R. Scarborough, 
president of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
spoke on the subject, “A New Deal in Evangelism.” Henry 
Alford Porter, pastor of the First Baptist Church, Charlottes
ville, Virginia, preached on “The Pastor, His Own 
Evangelist.” M. E. Dodd had as his topic, “The Shantung 
Revival and How to Have one in America.”
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fellowship in their home, shared with Millard Jenkem 
Ira Peak. It was Southern hospitality at its best 
South living at its finest. Mrs. Dodd rang her little 
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almost ruined the occasion by wondering aloud 1 ’ 
funny looking sardine (anchovy) was on top of the '< 
The fellowship of this couple was rich and genuine.

The breakfast preceding the Conference each year 
for the purpose of prayer and coordinating the Conferei 
The invitations to the program personalities 
indefinite, as to topic and time, I am sure this 
well spent.

Dr. F. F. Brown responded to one of the invitations. His 
secretary made an error which Dr. Brown allowed without 
correction, perhaps due to the press of time.

Dear Dr. Dogg:
You may count on me for breakfast at the St. Anthonv 

Hotel at 8:00 o’clock Friday morning, May 15.
Thanks!

Millard Jenkens went into the mountains of North Carolina 
for a two-week revival. The first week it rained hard every 
day. Few people turned out for the services. Almost no 
prospects for evangelism were present.

Dr. Jenkens suggested to the pastor that they conclude 
the services at the end of the first week due to the conditions. 
The pastor said, “The Lord knew we was going two weeks 
when we planned it so we’re going two weeks.” Most of 
the next week passed with similar conditions and no decisions 
for Christ.

On the second Saturday night, next to the last day of 
the two weeks, a man stepped over and spoke to a boy with 
tousled black hair. The boy shook his head negatively. Later 
the man reported the boy cursed as he refused to trust 
Christ as Saviour. Soon a little gray-haired lady, the boy’s 
grandmother, walked from the front to the back. She said 
just a word to this same boy. He “popped out” into the 
aisle and down to the front to profess that he had put his 
faith in Christ.

Dr. Jenkens said this was the only convert of the entire 
two weeks, but it was probably the most fruitful revival of 
his entire ministry. The boy was Fred Brown, who became 
a president of the Southern Baptist Convention and for many
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The cook placed the salad before that young preacher^1' 
almost ruined the occasion by wondering aloud why th 
funny looking sardine (anchovy) was on top of the salad

years pastor of the First Baptist Church in Knoxville, 
Tennessee.

Dodd used a young boy on one of the programs and 
Lundy, in his own handwriting, accepted the invitation.

Moody, president in 1965, wrote W. C. Fields, Public 
Relations Secretary for the Executive Committee, Southern 
Baptist Convention, for advice on the Pastors’ Conference 
program. Dr. Fields made some “straight from the shoulder” 
remarks in his reply. Although keyed to one particular 
Conference, these remarks are classical because they could 
be applied to any program.

“You ask me what I thought makes Pastors’ Conferences 
click. I am not sure at all that I know. Any meeting, however, 
has a better chance of succeeding when it has effective 
speakers with good substantial constructive subjects that 
are in line with the mood of the audience at the time. I 
certainly would not attempt to advise you in any way about 
your program. I am sure you will do a good job of it. I would 
very definitely express the hope, however, that the program 
will be constructive. For the past five years we have been 
continually analyzing ourselves as Southern Baptists, 
moaning and groaning over theological differences, organi
zational changes, statistics leveling off, etc. We have had 
a long, worried line of speakers and writers who have been 
crying-up one crisis after another and viewing in all 
directions with alarm.

"I believe one of the real turning points in Southern 
Baptist history might be a Pastors’ Conference such as you 
could have in Dallas which would really dig in on some 
constructive subjects. It is much easier to go around wring
ing one’s hands than it is to stand up and give positive 
constructive suggestions for victory. I believe our people 
are ready psychologically and long overdue to have some 
messages on “What’s Right” instead of so much “What’s 
Wrong.” We have been long on lamentations and short on 
good news. I have long since lost account of the speeches 
I have heard over the last couple of years that spend four- 
fifths of their time on what’s wrong (telling people what 
they already know) and one-fifth or less on solutions.

“It seems to me at this stage of the game, your program 
in Dallas next year could mark a profound change in the 
general mood and disposition of the messengers who will 
be at the convention.

“This is certainly not the best of all possible worlds and 
Baptist churches clearly have not yet entered the millennium.
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is the

o „nCj constructive movements, we nsk any group 
al Hpr heaven: ‘Can you top this?’

“Wherever Christ leads, whenever needy mankind 
• for succor, whatever demonic challenge may be 

crie.s , tthe Christian fellowship-thcre and then Baptists 
hUI? to be found in the vanguard, working. Believing every 
316 under the sway of Christ to be our brother, wo Join 
®aIL head and hand to further the gospel message, to 
restrain evil, to build the kingdom, and to lay foundations 
for social action.
PredF Brown, during World War II, spoke on the subject 

“P0St-War Contribution of Baptists to the World.” One 
would like to look at our contribution now in the light of 
this prophetic preachers sermon.

Erwin McDonald had an interesting topic on the program 
of 1957 in Chicago: “God’s Man at the Grass Roots.”

In 1950, before the days of serious racial strife, Southern 
Baptist pastors were thinking and listening for a solution. 
James L. Sullivan presented a message on the only possible 
solution: "Christ the Answer to Race Problems.”

The Conference programs have not avoided any of the 
“touchy” subjects. In 1951 W. 0. Vaught spoke on “Baptists 
and Ecumenicalism.” Harold Sanders spoke on “Baptists 
and Interdenominational Cooperation.” Christian cooperation 
has been a desire of Southern Baptists. An organic union 
has always been unnecessary. Building a larger structure 
does not spell success nor achievement. Sincere cooperation 
on objects of mutual interest has been desirable.

S. A. Newman spoke in 1952 on “Our Need of an Ethical 
Revival.”

Some men are clearly identified with the topic they were 
assigned. John Huss spoke in 1952 on “Maintaining the 
Mid-Week Meeting.” He has been known throughout the 
Christian community for his success in maintaining a strong 
mid-week service in the churches where he has pastored.

Robert G. Lee spoke on “An Evangelistic Program for a 
Baptist Church.” Southern Baptists know the evangelistic 
fervor of Bellevue Baptist Church where Dr. Lee spent most 
of his ministry. A newcomer to the city of Memphis asked 
a member of Bellevue what day was their visitation day. 
Every day is visitation day at Bellevue,” came the immediate 

^ePly. A friend of Mr. Tommy Lane, Minister of Music at 
e evue, came to Memphis to participate in a simultaneous 

revival among all the Southern Baptist churches of the city.
rning that Bellevue was not having a series of revival
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through the ’60s in triumph. I am even optimistic 
to believe that this kind of program might even 
dark souls of some of the blase, cynical newspaper people

Even so, I cannot believe that the pastors who will be 
Dallas will be uplifted by any speakers’ negative9t 
pessimism, frustration, or gloom. Every pastor who will b ’ 
there will have left at home more problems and diffiCu]tj 
than he can cope with anyhow. I, for one, would hope th^ 
the program subject matter and personnel would provid 
him with new hope and faith, new encouragement, renewed 
vigor and dedication. I, for one, believe that this is tj/ 
kind of realism which will enable Southern Baptists to pu^ 
xv V xv„ .On„ n T enough

stir the

that I will help get to your meetings! Now, wouldn’t that 
be something.”

The Topics
M. E. Dodd oftentimes did not assign his speakers a topic 

When he did inform the program personnel of their topic 
and time, they did not always remember. Roland Q. Leavell 
wrote from his pastorate, the First Baptist Church of Tampa, 
Florida: “Doubtless you told me in Shreveport what you 
wanted me to do on the Pastors’ Conference in San Antonio, 
but I have forgotten. Please write me my subject and the 
length of time as well as the date of my address.”

Looking at the topics across the years, curiosity is aroused. 
J. T. Watts spoke in 1941 on “The Pastor’s Personal Purse.” 
One can imagine some of the things he might have said. 
The title creates a desire to hear what imagination cannot 
tell us.

There was a “Symposium on Calling a Pastor” in 1942. 
John Jeter Hurt spoke on “The Church's Part.” John Freeman 
spelled out “The Friend’s Part.” Frank Tripp addressed 
himself to the subject “The Preacher’s Part.” Dr. Dodd had 
presented the human side of the ledger. This would have 
been very interesting to hear. No doubt this “symposium" 
was practically helpful to pastors and laymen. These subjects 
stimulate a desire to hear one other which is not listed on 
the program, “The Lord’s Part.”

Dr. Harold G. Sanders, in his address on “Baptists and 
Interdonominational Cooperation” at San Francisco in 1952, 
made the following choice statements:

“Granted that Southern Baptists are ‘Lone Wolves 
among the major Christian denominations, it may also be 
said that the denomination is the most cooperative ‘wolf 
in the pack.’ Pointing to our record for participation in
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the subject “Doctrine of Christian 

1959 will 
Whether 

church

■Iservices that week, the friend said to Mr. Lane 
are you all having your revival?” Tommy answered*' 
had ours yesterday.” Then he went on to expound 
statement: One hundred and twenty-six had made def'^’8 
commitments to Christ in their Sunday morning servic ln*te 
day before. Dr. Lee had baptized more than 80 of the 6 tbe 
that Sunday evening. ’ 57

“An Abounding Church” was the subject for Ralph G 
During his ministry there, the First Baptist Church of Lub^^ 
was an abounding church in spirit and in numbers °C^

E. L. Williams is a man who has preached many revi 1 
He has achieved success in these meetings. He defi a 
clearly the secret of this success in his message on th 
1955 program, “The Holy Spirit in Revival.” If the HoT 
Spirit is not “in” the series of meetings, it just isn’t reviv /

Here is a topic which will arouse your curiosity no end 
Clarence Cranford spoke on “A Study in Elbows and Finger 
tips.” Seems almost unfair to have a listing like this for 
men to read who did not get to hear the comments.

Take some subjects out of context and they assume new 
meaning. In 1956 Mr. Jack Hamm spoke on "How Color 
Influences our Worship.” In the context of racial debate 
there would be a definite connotation. However, Mr. Hamm 
was speaking from his own field of cartoons, illustrations, 
and drawings. His topic was related to the rainbow and not 
the race question.

Most of the topics were so wisely chosen they could be 
used any or every year. No doubt many pastors in their 
extremely busy schedules would like to hear the message 
A. J. Moncrief delivered, “God’s Man and His Daily Schedule." 

“Prophetic Preaching” was the topic assigned to John 
Bradbury in 1958. This one message on the subject follows 
many others. Hugh Bumpas preached on'“A Pleading 
Preacher--Hosea” and Raymond De Armond on “A Combative 
Preacher--Amos” during other years.

Pastors have always been concerned with a full salvation. 
They have dealt with the necessity for an individual to be 
born again. They have been the first and firmest exponents 
of new converts growing in Christian maturity. Grady 
Cothen’s subject expresses the content of numerous sermons 
through the years on 
Growth.”

In troubled times Ramsey Pollard’s message in 
always be a source of comfort, “Prince of Peace.” 
it is internal, personal strife, home difficulties,
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conflicts in secular pursuits, or the 
misunderstandings, co icult.eSi the PerHon pre8ented In 
^be.encircling ^ldOne who brings and restores peace. 
Sis message is the on most dramatic concJu81Ons
tbG. Earl Guinn had o Conference programs,
aver presented in a subject Crucified Jesus? 
He was SPHpavefoPed in his message the contemporaries of 
Dr- Guinn develop flesh;, and their responsibility
Jesus, in th Then in dynamic fashion he pointed the 
for the crudtixie. . _ wQunded for our transgressions,
guilt to the hstene_ iniquities.” (Isa. 53:5)
HeWaSXf the Conference speakers “meddled.” Vander 

Several ot tne..The Minister and Status Seeking.” Among 
Warnermerits were these: “Some among us are in an obvious 
his comment . the the more expensive/-
^Weners felt like the old woman who had been shouting 
?h n” while the preacher was “laying it on” liquor. When 
hTshifted gears and got on “snuff dipping” she turned to 
her neighbor and said, “He’s quit preaching and gone to 
’meddling’.” , , ,.

“Riding the Pulpit” is typical of Jess Moody s subjects. 
The illustration of his young son riding the pulpit of a sailboat 
in rough seas and dangerous waters held the intense interest 
of every listener and was repeated by many pastors in their 
own pulpits the following Sunday.

Some men have been assigned a wide variety in their 
subjects. Wade Bryant on one program was given an exciting 
topic, “The Pastor and Foreign Missions.” On another 
program he drew the assignment to speak on a practical, 
even ordinary topic, “The Preacher’s Dress for all Occasions.”

Wayne Dehoney had been highly successful in leading 
the Central Park Baptist Church of Birmingham, Alabama, 
to buy adjoining houses for additional people in Sunday 
School. His premise was, more people mean more money. 
Therefore, buy the property and the additional people will 

i the space and pay for it themselves.
th??11?6 en^ou^gement is given to the pastors through 
12 JZl°rS+uCOnferenCe' Dealin® with Iocal Problems for 
he has ereatp6 pastor gets to the Place where he feels that 
Perhaps the nnlPreSSUreSuUP°n him than anVOne else, and 
hears at the Conf °ne a?y Problems’ The messages he what pas^o^wodd611^ei-TGh destroys this impression, 
the lever on Th e S 7° ,have Clyde Hickerson pull 
Preacher” once acair/6 re ease the “Pressure on the 

once again.
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1957

preach on the 1966 program, Revoked humorous

Fall.” Preaching on the Devil was a delightful cA
In a humorous vein, one of those jesting friend 

Garrott, was quoted. In the introductory 
Conference, this writer said, “Many of you are r 
sitting out in the congregation wondering why I Was 
on the program to preach and you are in the pew list* 
One of my friends has the answer for you. He c; 
was asked to preach on the Devil because he is 
subject’.” He concluded that no Conference 
ever

The Music
The Central Baptist Church of Miami was attractive h 

like so many of the meeting places for the Conference11’; 
was too small. The Tuesday evening program of the 1955 
Conference was closing with the popular preacher, Robert 
G. Lee, as the speaker. He was preceded on the program 
by the man who for 20 years caused the pulpit of the First 
Baptist Church of Lubbock, Texas, to trumpet the truths 
of God’s Word, J. Ralph Grant.

This program had drawn an overflow crowd. The seats 
were filled to capacity. The aisles were brimming over 
with standing room only. The choir loft and platform had 
every chair taken. A seat was not available for buying or 
begging.

One of the men who was to serve later as president of 
this Conference spotted a friend from boyhood days at the 
piano, Forrest Watkins. He inched his way little by little 
toward the front. When there, he sat down on one end of 
the piano bench. Without musical talent, he spent the 
entire evening “at” the piano. This is the nearest he ever 
came to having a part on the musical portion of a Conference 
program (or a musical part on any program).

The hymns used by the music directors of the- various 
Conferences have been the long-time favorites. The ol 
songs have a clear gospel message, bring to mind thoughts 
of happy Christian experiences in the past, and point us 0 
higher ground for the future. These are the reasons Southern 
Baptists call for the old favorites and then enjoy singn* 
them. Therefore, the music directors have chosen the song 
which make the largest contribution to the Conferen.

The special musical numbers selected have been insp
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R. H. (Bob) Coleman, Keamie Keegan
Troy Campbell
Robert Guy
Ellis L. Carnett
Troy Campbell
John Hoffman
Elmer Bailey
phnis^s1111’ direCtOr’ Iohn Ko°istra and Glen L. Farr,

Baptis^of’c8 ueltjnj male quartet from University 
^Phst of Carbondale, Illinois; Earl Holloway; Guy
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When Dr. Coggin assigned the topic for this 
-J to

from several friends. The subject was “I BehelTo^ts
1 __ XL. TV--------41 x.ror, J Safa^

pr°bablv
:3 Placed 

-Gening

J" »> hi, 

better qualified to speak on his assigned topic

q]itv Some listed in past programs are “Take 
tional m qu „ y- g j Love Thee,” “Nothing Between,” 
UpThy Cr°s , vyaIleyi” “The Lord’s Prayer,” “The Name 
“The Lily 0 Came,” “I Am Amazed,” “How Great
ofJesUS'„uThe Ninety and Nine,” “I’ll Go Where you 
Thou Me to Go,” and many other songs with a real gospel 
^Tslge^nd heart appeal.
® Rp11pVue Quartet sang on the 1960 program in Miami 

Th® bThis was a ladies quartet composed of Miss Ruth 
Beach. Frances Calvert, Mrs. Frances Marks, and 
C,a Ruth Parchman. The sisters in this quartet, Ruth and 
Nlrs- es Calvert, as staff secretarys at Bellevue Baptist 
rhmch have meant much to the ministrys of Dr. Lee and 
n pollard. Dr. Vaught, the president, used them in most 
qJssions of his Conference.

Morris Ford, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Long
view and president of the Foreign Mission Board, has been 
a popular singer because of his rich bass voice and his 
obvious enjoyment of singing. He jokingly says the 1960 
Conference was the best because of his singing.

Claude Rhea sang “Blessed Redeemer” on the Conference 
program in St. Louis. He directed the singing in 1962 at 
San Francisco.

The special music is always given full attention by those 
present. Most singers get a chorus of amens when they 
finish from appreciative pastors and laymen. Carl Bates 
tells the experience from his Conference in 1962. “J. Robert 
Bradley was the guest soloist singing ‘Just a Closer Walk’. 
He had been well received as he presented the special 
music, but right in the midst of this particular one a brother 
got so full he overflowed and started shouting while Brad
ley was still singing,” said Dr. Bates.

Musicians Used at Pastors' Conference 
1941 
1942 
1950 
1951 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956
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1966

1968

1964

i

>

1965

i

)

irry 
is 

Tom 
A. D.

Woodfin; Chapel Singers from Southern
lege of Bible, Carbondale, Illinois; John Daltr 
Atlanta Associational Choir; E. Powell Lee; Mrs 
F. Cole (pianist)

1958 Lee Roy Till, Arthur Rex Sheppard, Joe E.
R. Ellis, Thad Roberts, Jr., Baptist How 
Zailer, Mrs. Lee Roy Till, Dr. E.
McBeth, Phil Southern, Miss C’_2,_ „ 
Ellis, Jr., Charles Lively, Mrs. Maxine

u jam mien1QAO Amon Baker, director; Miss Joe Ann Shelton- Morris ' 1 F„d M™ Quartet-.

group ot com- 
led by Dr.

; Magnuson

jo Ellen Johnson, Mrs. Fritz Smith, pianists; Beverly 
Terrell, Al Fennell, Martha Brannon, Bette Stalnecker, 
Jack Day, Dan Beam, Claude Rhea, J. T. Adams, 
soloists; Mr. and Mrs. Lee Roy Till, Men’s Quartet 
(Tupelo, Mississippi), Houston Baptist College Choir 
(Houston, Texas), special music.
Bill J- Pearson, director; Loeen Bushman, organist; 
Sue Blocker, Jack Buice, David Ford, Jim Jones, Russell 
Newport, Claude Rhea, Joe Ann Shelton, Bette Stal
necker, Beverly Terrell, soloists.

1967 George Starke, director; Kurt Kaiser, pianist; Bill 
Mills, organist; Russell Newport, soloist; Haverhill 
Youth Choir with Billy Souther, Jr., director; Anita 
Bryant, soloist, with Gloria Roe, accompanist; Com
bined Youth Choirs of the Miami Area; Jerry Spencer, 
soloist.

William Ichter, Tommy Pack, Mr. & Mrs. Bob Estes 
Miss Anne Criswell, Al & Ivy Walsh, Mrs. Robert 
Cliett, Buice Wallace, Jack Price, Dick Bradford Forrest Watkins, pianist; Mrs. Dick Bradford, organist’ 
Mrs. Charles Calder, ass’t organist; Mrs. Jim Dickinson 
ass’t pianist.

Winois Col
- -Jon; the

- Clyde

Liles, per 
w-ir Cn°ir’ LeW 
Wiley Biles, 

Gladys Day, Mrs
J Till.

1959 William Robinson, Organist; Maurice Hinson, pian- 
Paul McCommon; Elmer Bailey; Asa Couch; W u' 
Souther; William Bushnell; soloists and special mus’ 
Miss Joe Ann Shelton, Ramsey Pollard, Jr., Mrs. Robert 
Cliett, Fague Springman, Al and Ivy Walsh, Sam Allen 

1 Q AD Amnn RaVer rliT'orlnm KAJnn A-----rn

Ford; Mrs. Hoke A. Branham, Jr., Bellevue 
all used in each session climaxed by a g- 
bined choirs in the Hallelujah Chorus 
Warren Angell; Kurt Kaiser and Charles 
also used as accompanists.

1961 Claude Rhea, director; Clifford Tucker, pianist; Mrs. 
Robert Cliett, Soloist; Frank Boggs, Bill Sutter, soloists; 
Bison Glee Club, Warren Angel, director; Miss Laura 
Marriot, harpist; Miss Katharine Carmichael, organist.

1962 Bill Sutter, soloist; Robert J. Bradley; Golden Gate 
Seminary Choir; Jack Jones; Jack Day; Claude Rhea; 
Miss Joe Ann Shelton; Steve Taylor.

1963 William G. Burkett, director, pastor in Birmingham; 
Marlin Jones, pianist; Lou Jones, organist; Mrs. Martha 
Branham, soloist featured in each session; James 
Carraway; the Singing Engineer from Louisiana; Jack 
Day.
Eugene Sutherland, director; Frank Charton, assistant 
director; Kenneth Moyers, Bobby Newton, Conference 
accompanists; Al Fennell, Paul McCommon, Clint 
Nickols, Ron Owens, Raymond Richerson, Joe Ann 
Shelton, John Sims, Mrs. Betty Stalnecker, Mrs. Jack 
Terrell, Jay Wilkey, soloists; Baptist Hour Choir, 
Carson-Newman Brass Ensemble; Metropolitan Baptist 
Church Choir; Singing Churchmen; John Kooistra.
Eddy Nicholson, Jack Day, William A. Cox, Jr., Fritz 
Smith, directors; Mrs. David Tyson, Thomas E. Brin 
ley, David Tyson, Gerald Ray, Lew Zailer, organists, 
Beverly Terrell, Betty Chatham, Forrest H. Watkins,
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The Founder

DR. M. E. DODD

36

The founder of the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference and for fifteen years 
the president.

The the founder of the Southern Baptist Pastors’
e did not mind people enjoying a laugh at his 

Comere ^.5 jater years Dr oodd was so hald the top 
eXPKnShead was shiny. To one fellow who had a comment 

t his baldness Dr. Dodd replied, “God is better to me 
almost. He gave me one face, and now has cleaned off 

nlace for another.
The story is told that M. E. Dodd walked into a place of 

business and identified himself by simply saying, “I’m Dodd.” 
The saleslady replied mischieviously, “Doodness, dracious.”

He was a man of quick wit and sharp intellect. We were 
in a general ministers’ conference in Shreveport when one 
of the pastors from a denomination which believes in falling 
from grace stood up in the midst of the meeting and made 
a chiding remark about a prominent Baptist whose sins 
were being advertised in the newspapers. The brother 
closed his remarks with a reference to the New Testament 
doctrine of eternal salvation by saying sourly, “Once saved, 
always saved.” Before the brother could sit down Dr. Dodd 
was on his feet with fire in his eye as he looked directly 
at him and said, “Never in grace, never out of grace.” Every 
Baptist was proud to be a Baptist and extremely pleased to 
have a courageous soldier like Dr. Dodd.

He was wise in his battle with Satan. While fighting 
white slavery in Shreveport he would take his wife and a 
friend to the “red light district” at night. They got the license 
numbers from the automobiles parked in the vicinity of the 
houses of prostitution. Then he went to the state records 
to get the names of the owners of these cars.

In a city-wide rally for the purpose of fighting prostitution, 
he and others were opposed from the floor in their fight 
against sin.

Dr. Dodd stepped to the microphone, told what he had 
done, held up the list, and said he was prepared to read 
off the names of the automobile owners. A dead silence 
fell across the audience and the opposition was heard no 
more as they proceeded with the business at hand.

He was a man of deep feeling. John Ramond served on 
the staff of the First Baptist Church, Shreveport, for many 
years. He preceded Dr. Dodd in death. When Dr. Dodd came 
to the close of his message at John Ramond’s funeral, he 
lifted his face and hand toward heaven with his eyes 
glistening, as if he were looking directly into the eyes of
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on,

night, 
lowly,

John Ramond, and said very naturally, “Good uignt 
I’ll see you in the morning.” Then he turned slowly 
to his chair on the platform and sat down. ’ a^ed

M. E. Dodd was born in Brazil, Tennessee He 
educated at Trenton, Tennessee, High School- tt Was 
University, Jackson, Tennessee, A.B., 1904, D.D., 1990 ni°n 
LL. D., 1930; Baylor University, D.D., 1918. He was ordai^ 
to the ministry in April, 1902. He married Emma Sa 
daughter of President and Mrs. G. M. Savage, Tacl^86’ 
Tennessee, October 10, 1904. ’ s°n’

His pastorates were: First Baptist Church, Fult 
Kentucky., 1904-08; First Baptist Church, Paducah, Kentu V?’ 
1908-11; 22nd and Walnut Baptist Church, Louisvill ' 
Kentucky, 1911-12; First Baptist Church, Shreveport, April’ 
1912-1952.

The church in Shreveport, under Dr. Dodd’s pastorate 
grew from 600 to 4,800 members, from gifts of $6,000 annually 
to an average of more than $100,000 and from a $90,000 
building to a half-million dollar ten-story edifice, all of 
which was used solely for church purposes. From this 
church others have been constituted.

In 1927, Dodd College, a standard Junior College for 
Girls, in Shreveport, costing $564,000, was founded by him 
and a few friends who shared his ideals. The First Baptist 
Church is now located on this property.

Dr. Dodd was a sergeant in the 2nd Tennessee Volunteers 
during the Spanish-American War, and did welfare and 
religious service in Y.M.C.A. uniform during World War I, 
spending six months overseas. He was a member of the 
Shreveport Chamber of Commerce, of the Masonic Fraternity 
and was a Rotarian.

Dr. Dodd was president of the Louisiana Baptist Conven
tion, 1926-27, and President of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, 1933-35, and was a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Baptist World Alliance.

He was a popular radio preacher, his church having 
been the first church in the world to own and operate its 
own broadcasting station.

In 1934 Dr. and Mrs. Dodd made a tour around the wor 
visiting and preaching in Europe, Palestine, India, Burma, | 
China, Japan, and the Hawaiian Islands. . ,

Dr. and Mrs. Dodd later made an 18,000-mile airP,.g 
tour covering fourteen countries in Latin America, £irc 
the continent of South America. This is said to be e (

38

missionary and evangelistic tour in the history 

of Christianity- persOnality in the development of
He was Program. Millard Jenkins, for 32 years 

the First Baptist Church of Abilene, Texas, and
pastor were commonly concerned about developing 
Dr- D° to meet existing needs. The continuous procession 
pr°8ranisnej representing denominational agencies motivated 
°f ^discussion on a program of financial support which 
SOmfd do away with this approach. Dr. Jenkens said the 
^dividual who could arouse the emotions of the people 
111 eived the largest offering under the old system, not the 
man with the most deserving cause. The Cooperative Program 
Was developed as a result and adopted in Memphis.

Dr. Dodd spoke of the founding of the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference in a letter to C. C. Warren, the third 
president. He said, “I instituted the Pastors’ Conference 
in 1935 under a deep sense of need for it. All of the 
convention groups have highly organized, highly financed, 
highly promoted programs for their particular needs. Many 
pastors came to the Convention with their wives who wanted 
to attend the W.M.U. Convention. That left them with a lot 
of idle time. A good, spiritual Pastors’ Conference could 
prepare a fine atmosphere for the Southern Baptist 
Convention. The growing attendance, spirit and expressions 
of appreciation have justified it.”

Dr. Dodd mentions the date 1935 in his letter to Dr. Warren. 
The other early presidents, Herschel Hobbs and Ramsey 
Pollard, agree with this date.

Dr. Dodd originally called the Conference the "Pre
Convention Pastors’ Conference.” In doing some research, 
Lynn May of the Southern Baptist Historical Commission 
came across a program dated 1930, which he supposed to 
be one of the early Conference programs. Dr. May discovered 
it in the Western Recorder of May 8, 1930. Chauncey Daley, 
the editor of the Western Recorder, sent an exact duplicate 
of this program.

The title used for this meeting was “Pre-Convention 
Meeting of Pastors.” The location was the “Gold Room, 

oosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana, 2 to 5 PM, Tuesday, 
May 13, 1930.” Dr. Dodd delivered an address entitled 
Are our Churches Assuming the Obligations Imposed by 

our Lord Jesus Christ in His Commission for the Evangeliza
tion of the World?” T. B. Ray, W. F. Powell, and J. B.
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Officers
The Officers 1967 / 68•U:

7:30

8:00

8:45

9:30

10:45

11:30

most
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9:30
10:00

WARREN LITTLEFORD 
SECRETARY-TREASURER

GERALD MARTIN HARPER SHANNON
PRESIDENT VICE-PRESIDENT

early with their wives to the 
the founding of the Pastors

far-reaching Conference 
financial lifeline of our 

------ , Koth instituted 
lvu nuKiaui,-----------mwu

and had behind them the creat

24
I

The Crusade of the Americas brought the presidents of the two 
largest Baptist Pastors' Conferences in the world together: Ger 
Martin, SBPC, Reis Pereira, Brazilian Baptist Pastors’ Conference.

Lawrence also brought addresses on this program
XomliUee?”1 °' “S,ed Pr°8ram ‘S ,his lnf°™«ta

J. B. Lawrence, Executive Secretary Home Mission d
T. B. Ray, Executive Secretary Foreign Mission R

The above committee, along with the full content ft.'” 
program, indicates this was a joint sponsorship f k 
executive secretaries of these mission boards and nt 
product of Dr. Dodd nor the pastors. This was not a TnOt 
of the Pastors’ Conference. eetlng

The letter of Dr. Dodd to Dr. Warren, along with th 
mental notes from early participants and presidents conf’ 
the founding of the Conference with the presentations 
the program in the First Baptist Church of Memnh °f 
Tennessee, on Monday night, May 13, and Tuesdav S’ 
May 14, in the year 1935. morning,

The original program is as follows:

PROGRAM PRE-CONVENTION PASTORS’ CONFERENCE 
First Baptist Church, Memphis

Monday Night, May 13
Song Service and Prayers, under the direction of 
local committee.
Address, “Evangelistic Meetings on the Basis of a 
Great Book of Scripture,” Dr. John R. Sampey, 
Louisville, Ky.
Address, “A New deal in Evangelism,” Dr. L. R. 
Scarborough, Seminary Hill, Texas.
General Discussion.

Tuesday Morning, May 14
Song Service and Prayers, Local Committee.
Address, “The Pastor, His Own Evangelist,” Dr.
Henry Alford Porter, Charlottesville, Va.
Address, “The Shantung Revival and How to Have 
One in America,” Dr. M. E. Dodd, Shreveport, La.
General Discussion1

The need of men coming
W.M.U. Convention led to
Conference.

Interesting it is that the
among Southern Baptists and the
Convention, the Cooperative Program, were 
in Memphis, Tennessee, 
genius of M. E. Dodd.

1 Western Recorder, April 25,1935, P-
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Presidents and Conferences

 Met in church auditoriums
1935-1949...........

The Coliseum, Chicago
1950

1950-195J 1951 • ■
C. C. Warren 

• 1952-1953 1952 .
 The Music Hall, HoustonRamsey Pollard 1953 . •1954-1955

The Third Baptist Church, St. Louis
Sterling Price 1954.

• • •1956 The Central Baptist Church, Miami1955 James Wesberry 
■ •1957 The Music Hall, Kansas City1956 Bruce H.Price 
• •1958 The Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago1957 

Charles Bowles 
1959 1958 

W. O. Vaught 
1960 1959

Roy McClain 19601961

Carl Bates 19611962
1962 Herschel Ford 1963
1963

Wayne Dehoney 1964
1964

Jess Moody 1965
1965

James Coggin 1966 1966
1967 
1968

1968Gerald Martin 
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The First Baptist Church, San Francisco

.... The Central Baptist Church, Miami

The Kiel Auditorium, St. Louis 

The Masonic Temple, San Francisco 

The Music Hall, Kansas City

The First Baptist Church, Houston 

. The Exposition Center, Louisville 

The Exhibition Hall, Miami

C. A. Roberts 1967
(Gerald Martin, presided in absence of Dr. Roberts)

M’E-Dodd......................................................................  1935-1940
(Herschel Hobbs presided for Dr. Dodd in 1949)

Herschel H. Hobbs  

The Steel Pier, Atlantic City 

The Market Hall, Dallas 

The Cobo Hall, Detroit 

The Convention Hall, Miami Beach 

The Coliseum, Houston
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The Officers
The most touching incident related to 

officers came to James Wesberry,
President Wesberry presided in the 

the Conrad Hilton Hotel in Chicago with 
appeared to be pleasure. He carried 
burden that few were informed of.

Dr. Wesberry’s mother, who had been 
for about three weeks, died with cancer of both Tun 
Sunday morning, May 26, 1957. The Conference < 1
very next day, May 27. He flew on to Chica 
Conference. He did not intend for the 
mother’s death to be made known.
hold of the information and shared it with others

Following the Conference he flew back to Atlanta 
escorted her body to their hometown, Columbia, So^th 
Carolina, where it was placed alongside the grave of h’ 
dad.

The officers originally consisted of a chairman (M 
Dodd) and a director of music. As long as ' 
permitted, Dr. Dodd was re-elected annually ; 
of the “Pre-Convention Pastors’ Conference.” 
from its founding in 1935 until Dr. Hobbs 
in 1950.

During Dr. Dodd’s illness, instead of a cnairman, co- 
chairmen were elected. This was due to Herschel Hobbs’ 
unwillingness to be elected to the full chairmanship as 
long as there was a possibility Dr. Dodd would recover 
from the heart condition and return to the helm. When it 
was evident Dr. Dodd would not be able to serve again, 
the chief officer became once again simply “the chairman" 
in 1952.

The growth of the Conference required two additional 
officers: a secretary-treasurer and a local chairman.

These were the officers until 1954 when Ramsey Pollard 
was elected as chairman in St. Louis. The Conference that 
year chose a “Vice-Chairman” to serve with him. The officers 
then were chairman, vice-chairman, secretary-treasurer, 
and director of music. . ,

In 1957 the officers took their present form and ternuno 
ogy: president, vice president, secretary-treasurer, a 
director of music (the latter being an office appoin e 
^Bruce Price led the Pastors’ Conference to elect its officers
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floor, beginning in 1958 with his 
’ manner the Convention officers 

■viously the officers had been nominated by 

i or president of this Conference has always 
officer. The total responsibility of planning 
the program has been his. This was set 

—. of Dr. Dodd and has continued through 
“sident. Dr. Dodd said, “Fifteen years I made and

1 the Conference programs.” J. D. Grey, close 
of Dr. Dodd, affirms this.

ihcse chief officers have called on their fellow 
assist in varied ways. The program itself has 

been tne pruduvt of each president’s creative ability, as 
directed by the Spirit of God.

The elections have had a few interesting moments. Dr. 
Dodd was elected year after year in appreciation for his 
fine programs and the founding of the Conference. When he 
became restricted because of his heart attack, the brethren 
wanted to elect his “co-chairman,” Herschel Hobbs, as 
sole chairman. Dr. Hobbs resisted their efforts. He was the 
chief officer and presided over the sessions in 1950 and 
1951, but insisted that Dr. Dodd be elected as co-chairman.

Dr. Wayne Dehoney says he was nominated previously 
before he was elected to the presidency. When he was 
elected it was by an overwhelming majority.

The first time I was nominated for office, Raymond Bowlin, 
without warning, stood up and made the nomination for 
secretary from the floor. He surprised me so I almost ended 
up on the floor.

The second time I was nominated for office George 
tawart nominated me for the presidency. I received so 

tew votes that the friends seated around me were too 
embarrassed to be identified with me after the ballot was 
announced. (The only time I remember the actual count 

eing given.) Laughingly, they “snuck off” into the shadows 
°t the auditorium.
/.A4 the Conference meeting in Cobo Hall, Detroit, 

ay 23-24, 1966) Ramsey Pollard presented my name as a 
candidate for the presidency. Fred Swank presented the 
auie of C. A. Roberts for consideration in the same office. 

Warren Hultgren and J. T. Ford were also nominated. It 
Was a compliment to be in such austere company.Th run°ff was necessary between Dr. Roberts and myself, 

ha vote was so close a recount was required. Dr. Roberts
45

by nomination i 
Conference, in 
are named. Pre1 
committee.

The chairman 
been a strong c 
and presenting 
during the tenure 
every prc~ ' ‘ 
conducted 
associate <

Most of thesi 
officers to

the product

have had a few interesting moments. Dr.



ofpast°rS

)

HERSCHEL HOBBS 

X!hIX'SdT. Sded 
in 1950 and again in 1951.

In the mind of Dr. Dodd, Herschel Hobbs wasP -fifteen 
in 1950 and 1951. In a letter, Dr. Dodd spokei ot m founded 
years" at the helm of the Conference bine through 
the Conference in 1935, this would mclude.“ / chairman 
1949. He considered Dr. Hobbs as the c ie pr Hobb’s 
°r president, in 1950 and 1951. Excep hairman. 
insistence, Dr. Dodd would not have e
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was elected to serve as president.
Motivated by a deed I had done for a missionary Chari 

Goe from Georgia (out of gratitude for this deed)’ stenn 
to the platform and presented my name for the vi 
presidency. He could not have imagined what a marvelo 6 
experience he was opening to me. From the vice-presiden  ̂
this writer was catapulted into the privileges of 
presidency when Dr. Roberts was unable to serve. Ue

The officers have been generous in expressing their dee 
gratitude for the high honor of serving in one of thesP 
capacities. In many respects the presidency of this Con6 
ference is the most desirable office any Southern Ran+iJ 
pastor could hold. pnst

James Wesberry, president in 1957, has been covered 
with honors from religious and secular sources. He considers 
the presidency of the Pastors’ Conference “the greatest 
privilege and honor of my life.”

Every president no doubt has experienced a feeling of 
unworthiness when he thought of his having been selected 
out of thousands of pastors equally as well or better qualified 
to serve in this coveted office. Then when he takes a closer 
look at some of the men who have not been chosen, he is 
almost awe struck with wonder that he could be elected 
himself. The honor brings sheer joy through the fellowship 
it affords with the brethren everywhere the president travels.

The stewardship of the office is challenging. The tremen
dous trust so many have placed upon one man to bring into 
being what is the high inspirational hours of our annual 
gathering demands much prayer.

When the Miami Beach Conference of 1967 became my 
responsibility, it was committed to God. As the program 
progressed, we were aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 
My family and my church were praying. But it was a long 
time before we knew who else was praying.

While speaking in Baton Rouge some months later, Don 
Brown came down to the hotel for breakfast. He named 
members of his family who serve as pastors and evangelists 
in the work of Southern Baptists. They were present in 
Miami Beach, along with their wives. He said, We is 
cussed the Conference briefly, then all got upon our knees 
before God and pled for His Presence to be known and ten 
by the presiding officer and the entire Conference.

God answered prayer, as He always does. Many ° 
who turned to God in similar fashion are yet un 
except to God and close associates.
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ould be a vain and foolish man to think 
A president W t the responsibilities of this tremendous 

the unceasing prayers of thousands 
I Conference their churches.

, -actors a m g Dodd, the founder, served
as chairman for fifteen years. 
Out of appreciation for his ability 
and his inspirational programs he 
was re-elected each year until 
his health would no longer permit. 
In the early years there were no 
other officers. Dr. Dodd would 
call on a local pastor like Frank 
Sutton in San Antonio to handle 
the local arrangements. He would 
select a singer like Troy Campbell

,_______ to direct the music. Other than
these appointed assistants he carried the full responsibility. 
No doubt this and his dominant personality led to the strong 

over this Conference.
Herschel Hobbs presided at 

the request of Dr. Dodd in 1949. 
The presidency of the Conference 
came to Dr. Hobbs in an unsolic
ited manner. Dr. Dodd, who had 
served as chairman or president 
since the year he founded the 
Conference, became ill. The 
brethren insisted that Dr. Hobbs 
allow them to nominate him to 
succeed Dr. Dodd. He resisted, 
feeling that he should not move 
into the office as long as there 

men yielded

M. E. DODD 
these appoi-------

position of the presidency



Dr.

Local Chairman and Troy Campbell

sure to

Cordially yours, 
K. Owen White

not be
-s my

K. Owen White served as
years (1950, 1951)’He

Ramsey Pollard was elected 
chairman at the Conference 
which met in the Music Hall, 
Houston, Texas, May 4-5, 1953. 
For the first time the new office, 
“vice-chairman,” was filled with 
O. R. Shields. Grady Cothen was 
chosen secretary-treasurer. John 
Hoffman was appointed director 
of music.

Action had been taken at the 
Houston Conference in 1953 to 
limit the term of the presidents 

year. Meeting at the Third Baptist Church, St. Louis, 
1954, President Pollard appointed a committee

The name of C. C. Warren 
was presented to the Conference 
meeting at the First Baptist 
Church in San Francisco June 18- 
19, 1951. He was elected "chair
man” and the man who was to 
succeed him in the pastorate of 
the First Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, was elected to serve 
as secretary-treasurer, Carl 
Bates. The “Local Chairman” was 

_XT Maurice Fain and the director of 
C. c. WARR music, Center Stephens.

Dr. Warren and Dr. Bates were re-elected to their 
respective offices at the Conference meeting in the Central 
Baptist Church, Miami, May 12-13, 1952. James Draper was 
appointed to serve as Local Chairman and Troy Campbell 
as director of music.

'er Dr. Hobbs 
wrote:

on the Pastors,

“Dear Dr. Hobbs:
It breaks my heart to have to say that I will j--' 

able to attend the S. F. Convention. Please express 
affection and regrets to the brethren.

Thank you for the fine job you have done 
Conference Program.

With love and appreciation.
Cordially yours,
M. E. Dodd”

secretary-treasuri

RAMSEY POLLARD 
to one M 
May31-]unel, npxf year,
to bring a recommendation on officers °r , Conference 
He had not remembered the action taken Y , . actjon, 
in Houston. The committee was not cognizan jjarj for 

■so they brought a recommendation nomina mg .n^orme(j, 
re-election. The Conference, informed o appointed 
accepted their recommendation. Elmer Bailey w P 
to serve as director of music.
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Convention and the 
■ might arrange 

with the

secretary, of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference all 
served as presidents of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Dr. Dodd was chairman; Dr. Hobbs, co-chairman; and Dr. 
White, secretary-treasurer. The first four presidents served 
as president of the Southern Baptist Convention: Dr. Dodd, 
Dr. Hobbs, Dr. Warren, and Dr. Pollard.

Herschel Hobbs and the writer met in some of our travels 
during the earlier part of my year as president. He said 
“Suppose your correspondence is heavy?” “Yes, very heavy. 
Hobbs replied, “Just wait until you release your program an 
you won’t have so many friends.

4R

during both of these
“Dear Herschel:

As the time draws near for the C
Pastors’ Conference, I am wondering if 
this year not to take any offering in connection 
expense of the Conference.

We have enough in the account now to care for any 
normal expenses this year and next year. I see no 
particular reason for accumulating more funds. Probably 
I have a selfish interest in this as it is always quite a 
job to have the money counted and deposited, particularly 
in a strange city. I would, therefore, recommend that we 
dispense with the offering this year and I do not think 
any of the boys will complain about it.

If there is anything further that I can do be 
let me know.

P.S. I note what you say about the printing bill. We 
have around $130.00 on hand so you may use your own 
judgment about the offering. See you soon.”

The three early officers, chairman, co-chairman, and
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CHARLES BOWLES

JAMES WESBERRY

W. 0.VAUGHT

ROY McClain
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Sterling Pric- 
man, Harold1 

M
STERLING PRICE___

were 
nominations 

than by a
BRUCE PRICE

The first time the Confe: 
with a gift of appreciation. Each 
with his name ---- •• -

Charles Bowles was elected 
president at Houston, Texas, 
May 19-20, 1958. W. O. Vaught 
was elevated to the vice
presidency. Frank Morris was 
elected to replace Dr. Vaught as 
secretary-treasurer. Grady Ran
dolph was appointed “Local 
Representative” (a new term), 
William Robinson as organist, 
and Maurice Hinson as pianist.

These were the first officers 
nominated from the floor rather 
than by a committee appointed by 
the president. Bruce Price, presi
dent, inaugurated this much 
appreciated democratic proce
dure.

The Exhibition Hall, Miami 
Beach, May 16-17, 1960, is the 
place where Roy McClain was 
elected president, Carl Bates 
vice-president, and Roy Mc
Collum secretary-treasurer. 
Claude Rhea was appointed 
chorister and Clifford Tucker, 
pianist.

W. O. Vaught was elevated 
another notch, to the top of the 
ladder, when he was chosen for 
the presidency by the Conference 
meeting at the Exposition Center, 
Louisville, May 18-19, 1959. Other 
men have been elected to the 
three offices, but only Dr. Vaught 
has filled them successively. His 
fellow officers were Wayne 
Dehoney, vice-president, and 
Robert Barker, secretary-treas
urer.

Succeeding Dr. Price was 
James Wesberry, elected at the 
Music Hall, Kansas City, May 
28-29, 1956. To serve with him 
the following year was Warren 
Hultgren, “vice-president,” (for 
the first time this term is used 
rather than “vice-chairman”) and 
Ross Edwards, secretary-treas
urer.

The twenty-seventh annual 
session in the Grand Ballroom, 
Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, 
May 27-28, 1957, chose Bruce 
Price as president, Harold Seever 
as vice-president, and W. 0. 
Vaught as secretary-treasurer.

There are several firsts under 
Bruce Price’s leadership:

The first time officers 
elected by having i 
from the floor rather 
committee.

____ _ vumurence presented the past presidents with a gift of appreciation. Each received a silver bowl 
with his name engraved upon it. Dr. Dodd’s daughter receive 
his. All other former presidents were living at this time.

The first programs to include the pictures of the program 
personalities.

The first time names of the men appointed to receiv 
the offerings were carried in the programs.
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Meeting in Central Baptist 
Church, Miami, May 16-17, 1955 
Sterling Price was elected chair
man, Harold Sanders as vice- 
chairman, Franklin Paschall as 
secretary-treasurer, and Gale 
Dunn was appointed director of 
music.
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CARL BATES

BatesA
JAMES COGGIN

HERSCHEL FORD

WAYNE DEHONEY
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Of Dr. Dodd.
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JESS MOODY

tothe 
vice. 

'renCe

-President 
e'elected

Wayne Dehoney was chosen 
to the presidency in the Music 
Hall, Kansas City, May 6-7, 1963. 
Elected to serve with him were 
Ross Edwards, vice-president, 
and J. T. Ford, secretary
treasurer.

Wayne Dehoney had a man to 
attempt to get the Pastors’ Con
ference to positionize itself on a 
controversial issue coming up 
during the Convention. He ruled 
him out of order. This is in keep
ing with the purpose and practice

|   _  -- —— ' ip After some
— completely dependent upon someone e  a 

anguish of soul, he was i----- --
pray “Thy will be done.”

After a siege in the hospital an a 
and recuperation at home, he was ,, 
Pastoral and other responsibilities gra
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Succeeding Dr. Bates was 
Herschel Ford, elected at the 
Masonic Temple, San Francisco, 
in 1962. His fellow officers were 
T. L. McSwain, vice-president, 
and Robert Stapp, secretary
treasurer. Appointed to assist 
in the music was William Burkett, 
director, Marlin Jones, pianist, 
and Lou Jones, organist.

Carl Bates was elevated 
presidency from the 
presidency by the Confe. 
meeting in the Kiel Auditoi 
St. Louis, May 22-23, 
Ford was elected vice-i 
Roy McCollum was 
secretary-treasurer.

The Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
was the scene of the Conference 
May 18-19, 1964. Chosen as 
officers for the ensuing year were 
Jess Moody president, Padgett 
Cope vice-president, and Monroe 
Swilley secretary-treasurer. Dr. 
Moody appointed William Cox to 
serve as music director.

James Coggin was elected to 
the presidency of the Conference 
in the Market Hall, Dallas, Texas, 
May 31-June 1, 1965. Vander 
Warner was vice-president and 
Milton DuPriest was secretary
treasurer. Dr. Coggin appointed 
William Pearson, the minister of 
music from his church, Travis 
Avenue Baptist Church, Ft. 
Worth, to serve as music director.

James Coggin and his family, 
following the close of the Con
vention, left Texas on vacation. 

Several days later they were returning to Fort Worth.
One of their teenage daughters was driving as they neared 
a sharp curve on the interstate highway near Greenville, 
Texas. About this time a bee started buzzing around right 
over the steering wheel. Like many girls, she was excited 

y the bee and her attention was drawn briefly from the
I ighway. In that split moment she lost control of the car 

an it rolled over, sliding down the highway upside down, 
C^d forward by the momentum of the speed.

en the car came to rest alongside the highway, Coggin 
as completely paralyzed and other members of the family 
ere hurt to a much less degree. He said, as they rushed 

tn°? t°i.-e hospital in an ambulance, that he asked the Lord 
m r,6 hie. He just didn’t want to live if he was going 
10 oe comnlotoi,, a---------1  nice After some

11 ULtUll □U114UU14'-' -----

able to change his prayer, and

long period of rest 
permitted to assume his
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JESS MOODY

Wayne Dehoney was chosen 
to the presidency in the Music 
Hall, Kansas City, May 6-7, 1963. 
Elected to serve with him were 
Ross Edwards, vice-president, 
and ]. T. Ford, secretary
treasurer.

Wayne Dehoney had a man to 
attempt to get the Pastors’ Con
ference to positionize itself on a 
controversial issue coming up 
during the Convention. He ruled 
him out of order. This is in keep
ing with the purpose and practice 
of Dr. Dodd.
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The Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
was the scene of the Conference 
May 18-19, 1964. Chosen as 
officers for the ensuing year were 
jess Moody president, Padgett 
Cope vice-president, and Monroe 
Swilley secretary-treasurer. Dr. 
Moody appointed William Cox to 
serve as music director.

James Coggin was elected to 
the presidency of the Conference 
in the Market Hall, Dallas, Texas, 
May 31-June 1, 1965. Vander 
Warner was vice-president and 
Milton DuPriest was secretary
treasurer. Dr. Coggin appointed 
William Pearson, the minister of 
music from his church, Travis 
Avenue Baptist Church, Ft. 
Worth, to serve as music director.

James Coggin and his family, 
following the close of the Con
vention, left Texas on vacation.
were

One of their teenage daughters was driving as they neared 
a sharp curve on the interstate highway near Greenville, 
Texas. About this time a bee started buzzing around right 
over the steering wheel. Like many girls, she was excited 
by the bee and her attention was drawn briefly from the 
highway. In that split moment she lost control of the car 
and it rolled over, sliding down the highway upside down, 
carried forward by the momentum of the speed.

When the car came to rest alongside the highway, Coggin 
was completely paralyzed and other members of the family 
were hurt to a much less degree. He said, as they rushed 
him to the hospital in an ambulance, that he asked the Lord 

— ,— ---------- ..— — —— — ~~ ..— ©——g
to be completely dependent upon someone else. After some 
anguish of soul, he was able to change his prayer, and 
pray “Thy will be done."

After a siege in the hospital and a long period of rest 
and recuperation at home, he was permitted to assume his

Carl Bates was elevated t0 
presidency from the vice 
presidency by the Conference 
meeting in the Kiel Auditorium 
St. Louis,May 22-23,1961.Morris 
Ford was elected vice-president. 
Roy McCollum was re-elected 
secretary-treasurer.

£
WAYN*dehoNey

Succeeding Dr. Bates was 
Herschel Ford, elected at the 
Masonic Temple, San Francisco, 
in 1962. His fellow officers were 
T. L. McSwain, vice-president, 
and Robert Stapp, secretary
treasurer. Appointed to assist 
in the music was William Burkett, 
director, Marlin Jones, pianist, 
and Lou Jones, organist. JAMES COGGIN

Several days later they returning to Fort Worth.
1 

sharp curve on the interstate highway near Greenville,

over the steering wheel. Like many girls, she was excited
- —------— UALLWAALAVX1 VV UtJ « « » U »» XX MXXV/X1J XX «_*XXX LXXW

highway. In that split moment she lost control of the car

'rrmd forward by the momentum of the speed.

completely paralyzed and other members of the family 
much less degree. He said, as they rushed 

:  1 .. J
to let him die. He just didn’t want to live if he was going 

anguish of soul, he was able to change his prayer, and

After a siege in the hospital and a long period of rest 
and recuperation at home, he was permitted to assume his 
pastoral and other responsibilities gradually.
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The Three Presidents

such presided
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true form Dr.
Presented his 

! name he 
were wonderin. 
name he v.- '

When he
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FRANKLIN PASCHALL
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

MRS. ROBERT FLINGWMU - SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

GERALD MARTIN CONFERENCE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST PASTOR

ROBERTS & MARTIN 
unable to be present to preside. 
Martin became the chief officer 
such presided over the sessions.

The Conference in Miami 
Beach chose this writer to serve 
as president for 1967-68. He was 
to plan and conduct the program 
to be presented in New Orleans, 
June 10-11, 1968. Due to the 
incompletion of the Rivergate 
Auditorium in New Orleans, the 
site of the Conference and the 
Southern Baptist Convention was 
reset for the Coliseum in Houston, 
June 3-4, 1968. Harper Shannon 
was elected as vice-president.

- -J a second term as secretary-

annreciated and generous remarks hp n > name who stood alongside Dr. Jarrard d aded the man’s
secretary-treasurer, Warren Littleford /^ker- The 
vote was taken and I was elected to th P Slded as the

, e PresidencvIhelnfluence y’

During this period of recuperation, when much f 
given to prayer and meditation, the inspirational Was 
of the Detroit Conference was born. pr°gram

Meeting in Cobo Hall, Det„n., 
May 23-24, 1966, C. A. Ro£’ 
was elected as president, Gerald 
Martin vice-president, ai,5 
Warren Littleford secretary, 
treasurer. George Starke Was 
appointed music director.

The thirty-second annual 
meeting of the Conference met 
in the Convention Hall, Miami 
Beach, Florida. For the first 
time since Dr. Dodd’s illness a 
president of the Conference was 
nrocido. Vice-president Gerald 

of the Conference and as

GERALD MARTIN
W arren Littleford was elected to 
treasurer.

In Miami Beach (1967) Herschel Hobbs stepped io the 
podium to make a nomination. As the presiding officer. I 
recognized him then stood just behind the podium alongside 
Roland Leavell J arrard who was there to nominate Landrum 
Leavell, and Henry Allen Parker who was there to nominate 
Harper Shannon. In true form Dr. Hobbs was a man of 
adequate vocabulary as he presented his candidate. I had 
been apprized of the man’s name he was to present. Dr. 
Parker and Dr. Jarrard were wondering aloud to themselves, 
and then to me, what name he was going to tie on to the 
flowery presentation. WF<." completed the much
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t of its HIMHMIHH. Tll<» 
prepared Ihe iiiIihIh 
Convention hohhIoiih 

_ -•) has boon citllod
Numerous laymen would agree 

for them.,lUi„ r_ ' ' mis during the course 
nt of God has been reassured. He 

.ummcn battle. He is not 
o burden of it, and facing 
reminded, as was Elijah, God 

Himself.
atmosphere and fellowship is 

problems objectively. He sees that 
impossible as they appeared. He is renewed 

■- tflom aeain wjtb an optimistic

/ hithitnicti

....... ■U.pmcl.u,™
' aimii hi Um ||)(,

Kvv lilo I'miltira ami laymen 
''xI'vohh llmlr gnititudi).

fh Dmld. .................. . year8- Herschel

.. „ ~~ ’V1°te to1 ° ,Ut’ iln> conference whic h vn,. „ • • guided through' th/ years’ hVbeJome 

connection with the Southern Baptist Convent hlng in 
very nature of things the Convention has to be°s’ By the 
similar from year to year. Therefore, the Pastors’ Cn°?ewhat 
ills a distinct need among the brethren If I had ?o T"Ce 
between the two meetings every year I should rhnn J10086 
the Pastors’ Conference, because it is there! thatm T* 
fed and I am challenged far beyond that of anv othp/ S°U’ 'S 
that I attend throughout the year ” Y meetln§ 

On the campus of Southern Seminary in the summer of 
19b?J 1 banded Dr’ H°,b,bs the c°Py of this fetter I had found 
in the files of Dr. Dodd and asked if this opinion had been 
altered. Dr. Hobbs said, “Not at all."

Ramsey Pollard, the fourth president, feels strongly that 
the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference has kept the 
Southern Baptist Convention on an even keel theologically.

As president during 1967-1968, and as the author of this 
book, a part of each day has been spent discussing some 
phase of the Conference. My correspondence has been 
voluminous concerning the Conferences, past and present. 
My mind has been filled with thoughts of the Conference. 
My life is saturated with matters related to the Conference.

The total impact of all this leads me to one conclusion. 
There is no single meeting of Southern Baptists which has 
a greater influence upon the life of Southern Baptists than 
this Pastors’ Conference. The testimonies of individuals who 
have attended ten, twenty, thirty, or more years bear 
this statement. . , «oiritual

Dr. Dodd’s hope in the founding was that agood. sp^ 
Pastors’ Conference could prepare a fine P 
the Southern Baptist Convention ” annual

After the Conference had 1 met in almo been
meetings Dr. Dodd was confident that his d succeeding 
fulfilled. He said in writing to one of th sions
presidents, “The growing attendance, spirit 
of appreciation have justified it.
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modest in his assessment 

that 'dealing with the pastors proble 
In dea r°arT1« the servant _

of the - ize that his is a common 
isbr0U8h his world, carrying the _L_-_ 
alone m th , He js r

Tte Tok'atMs ownV°Wems objectively. He 
ablB ‘°p not as impossible as they appeared. He i. 
Hrength and eager to tackle them again with - 

"‘paul^rown tells of hearing Robert G. Lee preach on the 
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference one of his masterful 
sermons. He says he took notes very carefully especially 
on the illustrations. Upon returning home he stood m his 
own pulpit to deliver as near a reproduction as he could 
produce. After getting well into his message he saw in the 
congregation one of his cronies who sat with him as Dr. 
Lee delivered his message at the Convention.

The vision of the pastor is lifted through the missionary 
emphasis. Being enmeshed in his own church field, his 
perspective can be lost. The testimonies of missionaries and 
the missionary messages from the Word of God help him to 
see his efforts as a team endeavor. A sense of achievement 
is gained when he considers the total impact upon the world 
of these combined Christian forces.

What pastor has not been discouraged at his own attempts 
to win the lost. One prominent pastor said, “I run all over 
the country speaking. I do not witness to the lost personally 
as should. How many of us who stay at home most of the 
ime ail in like manner. The compassion of the pastor is 

Sniru °?T evangelistic zeal by the Presence of the Holy 
talLtr>an tbe Preaching of God’s Word. An eagerness to 

?bTpXam“S “ S61”™*6" 
effectiveenu?n’f1StlC w*3™5 are cbosen bY America’s most 
CrisweD p? eern ,^en Such as Robert G- Lee, W. A. 
C. E. Matthew^7 P? ^d’ Iar°y Weber’ L Norris Palmer, 

, and Marshall Craig have preached them.
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The Cost
A statement of the "Bills and Expenses of Pastors’ Con

ference” reveals the change in the economy but even more 
the growth of the Conference in size and interest. A four- 
page folder cost only one cent per copy in 1941. The printing 
of the program on the folder, only $18.75. Post cards to all 
the denominational papers and selected churches (l<P/card), 
thirty cents. “Forty-two letters written to various pastors, 
speakers, etc.” (3<P stamps), $1.36; stationery and envelopes, 
$4. The telegrams to Memphis, Tennessee; St. Joseph, 
Missouri; St. Louis, Missouri; Louisville, Kentucky; 
McAlester, Oklahoma; Cleveland, Ohio; Jackson, Tennessee, 
all added up to the unbelievable cost of $4.99. Mr. Blackmon, 
a layman in First Baptist Church, Shreveport, was the 
secretary-treasurer.

The total cost of the aforementioned Conference was 
only ($44.30) forty-four dollars and thirty cents.

This is in contrast to the 1967 Conference when the 
total bill amounted to ($10,703.40) ten thousand seven 
hundred three dollars and forty cents. The earlier Conference 
meeting in a church auditorium had no rental cost. The 
cost for the Convention Hall in Miami Beach was ($1,967.93) 
one thousand nine hundred sixty-seven dollars and ninety- 
three cents (not counting the added costs of lights, 
stagehands, etc.). The printing was ($1,065.05) one thousand 
sixty-five dollars and five cents.

The high hours of inspiration which have been experienced 
in the magnificent programs of the Conference have built 
constantly-growing interest in the hearts of Southern Baptists 
who attend annually.

Dr. Dodd said, “The growing attendance, spirit, and 
expressions of appreciation have justified it.” If he could 
walk into one of these enormous city auditoriums now used 
for the Conferences, he would be amazed. Only the newest 
auditoriums in America’s largest cities can house the present- 
day crowds which attend.

jhe Growth
The growth in interest is expressed throughout each year. 
111 tedly individuals state that they plan their trips to 

Convention around the Pastors’ Conference.

Sy; T .y
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small gathering 
I was ordering

a°Lth” —
'”‘S earlier Conferences, by 1942 Dr. Dodd
1",M folders for the programs. . . .
I5U Pollard presided over the sessions in St. Louis 

RaI?Sjgy54 The auditorium of the famous old Third Baptist 
church was used. In each session crowds of 2,000 packed 
the auditorium. Double this number would have attended 
if seats or standing room had been available.

The Conference which met in Chicago during 1957 had a 
beautiful but limited meeting place. The crowds exceeded 
3 000, but could have been 5,000 if space had permitted.

In 1962 Carl Bates, president, was able to secure the 
Masonic Temple in San Francisco. The seating capacity was 
adequate. The location was accessible and the attendance 
grew.

The Music Hall of Kansas City housed the Conference in 
1963 when Herschel Ford was president. Pastors and people 
crowded into this facility until it was overrun. When it 
was filled to capacity, many of the brethren sought “refuge” 
in the Kansas City Athletics ballpark, where seats were 
available. Although they missed the program, they did have 
a seat and their time was occupied with the activity of the 
baseball players afield.

The Steel Pier of Atlantic City in 1964 would not hold 
all those desiring to participate in the Conference. Wayne 
Dehoney and his officers set up an auxiliary auditorium 
with closed circuit TV. Even the combined facilities were 
not large enough to handle the well attended sessions of 
the Conference.

Editor Jack Harwell, of the Christian Index, estimated 
the attendance at Dallas in 1965 to be 8,500.

James Coggin (1966) arranged for the 7,000-seat Cobo 
Hall jn Detroit. The seats were filled most of the time. The 
climatic session of this Conference, with Robert G. Lee 
delivering the closing address, saw all the seats taken and 
several hundred standing around the open area of that 
spacious hall.

The Conference of 1967 in Miami Beach had 12.000 copies 
of the program which were gone before the Conference 
sessions were over. The attendance at the Monday night 
session of this Conference was estimated to exceed 15.000.

The Coliseum, reserved for the 1968 Conference, seats 
16,500. For Houston 15,000 programs were ordered.

was less than , 
"s one of the 
was first one 
service they 

family listened |

is ^the^u^der^Ung^of Wires^<FeUowsh,pr

This was ($150.00) one hundred fifty dollars, in 1967. P'
The collections have increased also, but not in comparison 

to the costs. The offerings received in the Conferen * 
sessions at Miami Beach totaled ($6,997 11) six thousand 
nine hundred ninety-seven dollars and eleven cents. The 
difference had to be raised privately. More than one president 
has had this to do.

Someone said the men and women who attend the Pastors’ 
Conference are “drained financially” before the Conference 
collections are completed. Perhaps he is basing his statement 
on the pleas of the officers as they take the offering. He 
definitely is not basing it on facts. A certified public 
accountant was in charge of the finances in Miami Beach. 
Taking the total attendance and dividing it into the total 
offering, he figured that the average given w— ’ 
ten cents per session per person. This reminds 
family who sat down to Sunday dinner. There 
complaint and then another about the church 
had just attended. The young boy in the f ___
with boredom to the comments. Then remembering the 
amount his dad had dropped in the collection plate, said, 
"I thought it was a pretty good ‘show’ for a dime.”

When one realizes that approximately four and a quarter 
million dollars are spent in the city which host: 
Baptist Convention, the costs of a F ____
Conference is a small sum.

During the Conference at Miami Beach, four of our 
collection buckets were missing. In a moment of lighthearted
ness, I stepped to the mike and "accused” some preacher 
of walking off with four buckets full of money. Of course, 
there wasn’t any suspicion of thievery and I was only being 
facetious. But, before I could move from the podium to my 
desk on the platform, two men representing the largest 
international news agencies were standing there, notebooks 
and pencils in hand, asking for additional details to go in 
fhe story they wanted to release on the international press. 

The Lord took care of the situation. One of the pastors 
came from a far corner of the large auditorium to say he 
naa found four empty buckets under the raised stands. 
Another came saying he had been seated in that area the 
(Whew?) °re and tRat n° buckets had been passed to them.
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The meeting places of the Southern Baptist Pastors 
Conference tell the story of its numerical growth.

Instituted in May, 1935, at the First Baptist Church of 
Memphis, Tennessee, we can estimate the size of the 
Conference then. This would be the First Baptist Church 
building in the business district of Memphis, not the spacious 
auditorium now located in a beautiful residential area of 
that city. This means the attendance at most was only 
few hundred.

Every succeeding Conference met in church auditoriums 
in the Convention cities. Not always Baptist church audi
toriums were used. In 1941 it convened in the First Methodist 
Church of Birmingham. In 1942, back to a Baptist environ
ment in the First Baptist Church of San Antonio.

The Conference in 1950 was the first to use a public 
facility according to record. It met in the Coliseum at Chicago. 
The use of the Coliseum was due to the fact that the work 
of Southern Baptists was weak in this area and they had 
no church auditorium which was adequate in size. The 
West Coast was so far and so expensive the number going 
to the Convention was reduced so that the First Baptist 
Church of San Francisco adequately housed the Conference.

The Central Baptist Church of Miami was used in 1952 
but was inadequate for the night session. The same church 
auditorium was used again in 1955 and was far too small 
for those who desired to attend.

In 1953 the Music Hall in Houston, Texas, was used. 
However, it seated no more than the auditoriums in some 
of the largest Southern Baptist churches.

Herschel Hobbs, speaking of his own Conference which 
met in 1951, had this to say, “...back in those days our 
budget was very small. If I remember correctly, the one in 
San Francisco was about $30.00, the price of printing the 
program. The Conference met this year in the First Baptist 
Church of San Francisco, for which there was no charge.

terling Price exuded over his pleasant and adequate 
facilities:

'T believe the accommodations of the Music Hall in Kansas 
f„WcT' have been the best that we have ever had 
t airern°nU^ern BJptist Pastors' Conference. Not only was 

comfortahlp1 anb not only were the seats most 
These atp th U •t^e pu^IC a^dress system was outstanding! these are three musts' for any Conference and yet it seems

.i.af we very sc. . 
was most fortllM,e ,n

1 Vw\yne DAoney was
,> p accommodations iui - --------»We did some unusuaI tllings in Atlantic City. We were 

d with an almost impossible situation as far as facilities 
faCe concerned. There was only the one auditorium, and 
'h^WMU had pre-empted this for their conferences. We 
^nsidered an open air stadium, a tent, a skating rink, and 
finally wound up using the theater in the Steel Pier, and 
overflowing into a second theater and using a closed circuit 
television with it projected onto a large screen. This proved 
to be the most effective thing that we had ever done-for 
the projection of the image on the closed circuit screen 
blew the picture up to about 15’ square. You could actually 
see and hear better in the overflow auditorium than you 
could in the main theater. This was a very expensive project 
but we were able to finance it through the liberal offerings 

from the men.”James Wesberry, president of the Conference in 1957, 
arranged to have his meeting in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. In his own words, 
"It glittered with gold and was perhaps the most beautiful 
meeting place we have ever had.” The seating capacity was 
only 3,000 and this presented a problem. My legs can feel 
the weariness yet of standing along the wall to hear the 
program because there was insufficient seating.

Lee Porter and his committees for the Convention in 
Houston, Texas June, 1968 set a precedent which would 
be of great help each year. Rather than have his committees 
serving only the days of the Convention he extended their 
responsibility to cover the needs of the Pastors’ Conference.

;eldom have all these three at the
having them.”
not as fortunate as Sterling Price 

for his Conference:
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. nn the Conference program was the best oppor- 
his Ph had ever had to witness for his Saviour. He received 
tunityhrd and plaque as the Outstanding Christian Athlete 
an mcz He told the newsmen covering this Conference 
°f t he prized it above any trophy he had ever won playing 
thtf He is one of only three men in history who have won 

grand Slam of Golf: the P.G.A., U.S. Open, Masters,
1 d British Open. Yet he considered his recognition as a 
Christian a greater treasure than any of these.

Mrs. Bob Green, known in the entertainment world as 
Anita Bryant, sang and told what Jesus had meant to her 
since she trusted Him as her personal Saviour when a 
young girl.

Mrs. Gert Behenna, known widely for her writing and 
speaking, told how she had lived into adulthood without 
any knowledge of Christ. She thrilled every heart with her 
conversion experience. She also has a sense of humor. A 
handsome young layman met her at the airport to drive 
her to the hotel. She said jokingly that she was glad he met 
her and not a "long-faced Baptist preacher.”

Astronaut John Glenn appeared on the program in Dallas, 
1965. He urged the pastors to lead in an exploration of 
religious faith that will exceed space exploration. He told 
of the elderly woman who stated to him that God was going 
to “get him” if he did not quit disturbing His heavens. 
Glenn gave his reaction, “I hope He does, but not like she 
thought."

Mr. Paul Harvey, national news analyst for ABC Radio, 
was requested by President James Coggin to speak to the 
1966 Conference on the subject “If I Were the Devil.” He 
accepted the invitation but spoke on “The Mop, the Broom, 
and the Hoe,” dealing with national conditions.

Jack Hamm, cartoonist and illustrator, spoke on “Five 
Years in a 'Picture Pulpit’.” He expressed the conviction of 
each sincere Christian layman-his best pulpit is his own 
“work bench.”

Through the Eyes of a Layman” was the view and the 
subject for Arch Avary, Jr.

Howard Butt spoke on “The Challenge to the Church in 
Contemporary America.” Mr. Butt has been used on other 
programs. He explains it lightheartedly, “I don’t accept any 
honorariums.” A friend gives a more serious explanation, 
“As a young man he prayed and preached like a Pentecostal.”

Lawson Cooke, who left a job as a bank officer in Virginia 
to become the executive secretary of the Baptist Brotherhood

The Laymen
Governor Allen Shivers of Texas was on the program i 

St. Louis. Ramsey Pollard was the president and presidim 
officer. When the time came to present Governor Shivers, 
he yielded the privilege to a layman, George Schroeder of 
the Brotherhood Commission. Schroeder came to the podiUm 
and made a speech about the man who enlisted Governor 
Shivers as a Sunday School teacher in the First Baptist 
Church of Austin, Texas, Jim Sapp, and said he would 
yield the privilege of this presentation to Mr. Sapp. Before 
Sapp could get to the podium, Dr. Pollard moved quickly 
and, with good humor and obvious reference to Governor 
Shivers’ political position, said, “If I’d known you all were 
hesitant about introducing the Governor, I would have done 
it myself.”

Laymen have had a larger part in the Conferences through 
the years than is commonly realized. There have been lay 
speakers, laymen behind the scenes, and laymen attending 
in large numbers. One layman “admitted” to a president, 
“I voted for you.” Even women have been known to vote. 

Perry Sanders likes to kid Mrs. Gerald Martin about her 
influence upon her husband's election to the presidency. 
He did not accuse her of posing as a "woman preacher” 
and voting. However, he said she was in such intense prayer 
during the balloting that he could not get her attention 
even though he was sitting directly in front of her and 
made a valiant attempt.

Who knows but God the power of prayer.
The lay speakers have been some of America’s best known 

men. In 1941 R. G. LeTourneau was not assigned a topic 
but invited to speak on whatever subject he chose. He 
shared his personal testimony.

Dr. Dodd used a Junior age boy, an Intermediate 
Youth," and an adult layman on the program at San Antonio 

in 1942. They all addressed themselves to the " ’ 
Kind of Pastor I Like."
Did^H ,?Ut^an^’ lr" gave a testimony in 1951
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. Several ficticious drafts

______ 21. 3 when 
best-attended session. It

thev received mostly one dollar 
rolled tight and tied in a knot. . 
nickel in one of the collections, 
were received. ..The worst thing to happen to the collections was 
the lights went out during the 1---------
cut short receiving the offerings.Laymen have helped carry the expenses of the Confer
ences. Many have contributed through the offerings received 
during the Conference. Most speakers have paid their 
personal expense to and from as well as the costs while 
attending. Herschel Hobbs stated, “I asked Senator Robert 
Kerr to come and speak. I told him that we had no budget 
to pay his expenses. He gladly and willingly paid his oWn 
expenses and came and spoke.” Some prominent laymen, 
such as Gary Player, have received no honorarium, only 

expenses.In the more recent Conferences, which have grown to 
such size that public facilities would have to be provided 
to take care of the enormous attendance, the expense has 
gone up. The major cost of the Conference now is the facility 
used and the labor, lighting, etc., which is required for 

its proper use.When Herschel Hobbs was president, the total cost of 
printing the programs was ($30.00) thirty dollars. For the 
past several Conferences the cost of this item has been 
approximately ($1000.00) one thousand dollars.

Laymen attend in large numbers. Pastor Bailey Stone and 
his lay friend, Pete Dixon, a Captain with one of the air 
lines, have a standing engagement to attend together.

Laymen on the program include men from all walks of 
life. There is Ed Wilbanks, a government employee; Clifton 
Woolley, a physician; Wallace E. Johnson, a business 
executive; Wayne Jones, an automobile dealer; Milton Collum, 
a geophysicist; Hunter Riggins, a businessman; Bob Thomp
son, a banker; Pat Zondervan, a publisher; Tom Lester, an 
actor; James Jeffreys, the executive director of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes; Bill Furrh, school teacher; Hutson 
Green, an insurance executive; Marvin Hurley, Chamber of 
Commerce executive; and Buice Wallace, a clothier.

work, led a devotional period on the program in 
Birmingham.

More meaningful to the Southern F
Conference than the laymen on the programs have be*en 
the men behind the scenes.

In Miami Beach we had a layman, Bill Cartee, in charge 
of the finances. He assisted in the collections then took 
care of the counting, depositing, and expenditure of funds. 
One night he had to drive around with more than ($1500.00) 
fifteen hundred dollars in the trunk of his car because the 
banks were closed on Memorial Day-no night deposit bags.

Also in Miami Beach transportation was handled by 
laymen Roy McCloud and Marion Pichard. This was provided 
for the president, his wife, program personalities, and other 
individuals. The ones who enjoyed this service were very 
appreciative.

Auditorium arrangements were handled by laymen Ed 
Chason and Bill Gardner. Any decisions or details related 
to the instruments, platform, curtains, lights and numerous 
other details, were dispatched by these men, with the 
president having to exert himself no further than giving 
his stamp of approval.

Mrs. Oeita Bottorf acted as liason between the president 
and these men. He made all requests to her and she assigned 
them to the men as previously agreed upon. This is highly 
recommended in order to relieve the pressure on the 
president during those extremely busy hours of the Con
ference program.

The officers of the Conference and these laymen met 
two days before the Conference to check the preparations, 
to appoint responsibility, and to organize themselves for 
action.

A place for additional meetings was needed. It was decided 
that time would be conserved if we could meet in a private 
dining room. Roy McCloud was assigned the task of arranging 
such a place. He made his request to the hotel manager 
but was refused. He insisted, so the hotel manager asked 
what group would be using this space. Roy knew that it 
had to sound impressive, so he said, “The Executive 

mana8er changed his mind quickly for 
well f>, 's°unding group as this and provided a beautiful, 
committe'e? 6 r°°m' He never did ask Roy, what executive 
They saH^ waspit.ched in” to count the money.

eye-opening experience. In the collections
68
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The Auxiliary
The Conference of Ministers’ Wives

"This is Mrs. John Maguire of Jacksonville, Florida r 
am president of the Conference of Ministers’ Wives. We 
have an understanding that the Pastors’ Conference pays 
the expenses of our Conference. I am calling to see if you 
as president can handle these costs.” These words came 
across my long distance line.

Having sat in the audience of the Pastors’ Conference 
through the years, it came to me as a surprise that we had 
assumed annually the expense of our wives’ conference. 
Of course, Mrs. Maguire received the answer she wanted 
to hear. When she received her check it was 50 per cent 
more than she had requested.

The length of this Conference is that of a luncheon and 
program. At Miami Beach it was extended to a boat trip 
with the luncheon and program in the midst of this excursion. 
At times it has been a tea and a speaker.

The Executive Committee of the Conference usually 
meets for lunch following their election during the Southern 
Baptist Convention sessions for purposes of organizing and 
planning for the next year's meeting. The Executive Com
mittee is composed of the officers and committees.

Mrs. George Smith, the wife of a retired rural pastor, 
spoke to the Conference on the topic "The Full Life of a 
Rural Pastor’s Wife.” Another speaker had as her subject 
"The Minister's Wife-World Citizen.”

The attendance has grown steadily through the years, 
reaching its highest number at Miami Beach with more 
than 500 present. The crowd so exceeded the planned 
attendance the catering service was not able to properly 
feed all the ladies.

Mrs. W. C. Link, president of the Conference of Ministers’ 
Wives in 1964, said something worth reading in a letter to 
Wayne Dehoney, president of Southern Baptist Pastors' 
Conference in 1964:

I can assure you that it is with ’fear and trembling' 
that I assume the leadership of all these Minnibelles. knowing 
lull well that they are a strong minded, richly gifted, beautiful 

unc i of females! Our friends in Kansas City were greatly 
impressed with the beauty and charm of the Baptist ladies 

1,1 i- °l T *° °Ur c’^ or Convention. We heard it 
mentioned on every hand."
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Presidents of Ministers’ Wives Conference

Mrs. Sterling Price

Mrs. James P. Wesberry

Mrs. W. E. Denham, Jr

Mrs. Ollin J. Owens

Mrs. Rollin Burhans

Mrs. C 

Mrs. J. D. Grey  

Mrs. Dick Hall, Jr  

Mrs. W. C. Link, Jr  

Mrs. L. D. Johnson  

Mrs. Franklin Owen  

Mrs. John Maguire  

Mrs. Herbert Howard....
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J Wives Conference.
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The program in 1968 brought together sen, 
standing personalities in the mission efforts 
Baptists.

For the first time the missionary leaders of 
evangelistic thrusts of modem day missions 
same program: Charles Culpepper, Sr. of 
Shantung Revival; W. H. “Dub” Jackson, Jr 
j r . P T 1 ,1

of the Brazilian Evangelistic Campaign and the
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